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THE DUV.AL COUNTY-HOSPITAL 

The site of the "old" Duv.:il County Hospital , tracts 27 and 28, 1n a 
subdivision of' lfarthcaot Jnob:rnvillo imovm o

! 
O:.iklond, (today the orit52:nnl 

property is sit�nted pt £fie carnar of -Ie�s1 e rd Frgp];Hn strMta) war:: purohoaed 
by the Duvnl Count ,- ' . Juno O lGG • One thousand dollora 
was speoificl G.G the monetury considol"ution 'involved 167) • During _the eorly 
eighteen-seventies the following builrJings w0ro conatructeda a woode n  building 
which sorved es o ho:.pitnl Wflrd, o b:.�iok building ,·,hich ,,-us u:30d aa o.n naylum, 
n s:,--nll "double-room,:C:dn building cE:.llod the de:id and wash hou::rn nnd oovernl 
smn'.1.1, one story buildi n[;a, one a kitchon and another e ohioJ.:::on house. In 1877 

· _ o nm'I' -ond more spacious one story building wss erooted and called "the new hos• 
pitnl." (16t'' Thus, it ,·dll bo semi tho.t, in 1877, there waro three buildings 
available rv�· tho reception. of potionto. ThA group of build ini;s ea a whole · 
vros cnlled tt 'he Duval County Hoopital and �sylum" and sometimes nus referred 
to inoorreotly as 11The County Poor House." (169) 

No records vrero kept for the Hospit'al ond Asylum up to V�rch, 1876 1 

but from l�rch l to Deoembor 31, 1076, the�e wero 31 admissions and 9 deotha. 
(170) Yihen the oounty .con:missionora came into office abou'c JanUt\ry l, 187'7, 

· it wus said that the oounty was "burthened" with a large number of pensionera 
for whom tho outloy of money VillE:l unnocessarily large. In the Hos 1 tal and 
J..sylum an c.vera e of 8 at · ,.,. maintnine are 0 super-
:'..::"tmdent reooivod a monthly nelary of 045, a phyoicie.n §25 and a coo � • 
•,.·.�.) oounty oom."llissiono1,4s discontinued outdoor relief, Dr. C. J. Kenworthy v,!ils 
placed 1n charge of the Hospital and Asylum, and Dr. Columbus Drew was engaged 
aa the "County Physician." A Mr. 'Wri�ht served as ouporintendont. During the 
year 1877, 136 patients vrere o.dmitted to tho incti'cution, ll5 of whom were 
under medical tro:itmant. There were 28 deaths during the year. In Deoenber, 
1877, · ,the "-a cost reduced from 08 ti t for attendants 
alone to �3.73 por patient monthly or toto (170,171 

D:-• Drew•s "Report of' Cases of Disease" treo.tad at the Hospital from 
January l, 1877 • to January 1. 1878, is as followsA 

, DISEASE 

Valvular Heort Diaeaoe 
Epilepsy 
Fever, R�mittont 
Fever, Intermittent 

ADMI'ITED DISCHARGED DIED UNDER TREATMENT 

l 

l 

16 
. '16 

1 
l 

15 
14 

l 
2 

I. Faver, Typho-malarial 3 2 l 

Pneumonia l . ·-2.. 3, 
Genoral Debility 4 '3 l 
Inflam·�1atiori of' the Brain, 1 .1 
Bronchitis 1 l . �- .. -:/ 
Abscess o� the Liver l l 
Conc;cntion of tho Livor 2 2 

'. 

Eozomn of tho Foot 1 l 
.Acute Motritio l l 
Phthisis Pulmonalia 13 2 10 l 

, . 
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�, 
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DISEASI 

I I 

' 
Sorotula l"/ 

Chronic Bright'■ Di■•••·.-
. Chronic Paralyai■ 

Opium Habit I, 

Aacite■ I 

I 

I ; ' 
I 

i 
' ' 

Chronic Rheuati■a \' I ' ' 
Mara1mu1 -�· ' . ; 

\ _  . �. 
Dog Bite ' ; • l ,' ' 

., 

Fracturea I it:•' i,, 

Ulcers 
. ,, .. 

Burns ; ; r 

Syphili1 'l , 

Gangrene of' the Leg■ j ' 
Caries of' Bone 
Cystic Te1tiolea I l 

Gonorrhea � ; 

Urethal Stricture • �I 

Penneal Ab1oe■1 

Cat-eraot 
Prolap1ua Uteri 
Pregnancy 
Old Age 
Injurie1 from Cara 

Total 

. ' 

,, 
. 1' 

•I• 

ADIIITTED 

1 
2 

3 

l 
-1 

3 

l 
I 

1 
s I '1 I 

a 

l 
13 
1 

2 
1 

1 
a 

1 
a 

l 
1 
' 
I -

116 

.DISCHARGED 

' . 

1 

a 

l 
1 
2 
1 

5 

1 
t· 
1 
l 
2 
l 
l 
l 
l -

68 

DIED UNDER TREATIIENT 

1 

I 

l I 

J: 

1 
·1 

l 

• ' 
1 
1 1 

1 

3 

l 60 - -
28 19 

An editorial on the Hospital and Asylum appeared in • looal paper 
during •be fall ot 1877• The atyle 11 ao quaint end the aubjeot matter of 

- ruoh intereat that the editorial 1e presented here almoat in it■ mtirety. 

THE DUVAL CCXJNTY HOSPITAL AND ASYLUM 

On laat Sunday (October 7, 1877) a reporter of the Sun and Preas 
visited the above institution to a1oertain. 1n what condition it ia, and what 
improvement■ have lately been made• On approaching by the Oaklend Road• past 
the graveyard, the old building whioh formerly and still fulfills the condition■ 
of an asylum, oomes in eight firstJ to the rear of this about 25 feet, ia the old 
hospital wardJ baok of thi1 ia the double-roomed building oallei wash and dead 
house, eaat of the asylum, aome 76 feet, but further baok from the road, 11 the 
new hospitel, while between' theae two ii the well and bath house, and baok ot 
thia again, the kitchen and outbuildings, which inolude a ohicken house--all 
fronting to the south, and one-story building,.- Aro\Dld the■e county building•, 
a suitable tenoe 11 now being put up, whioh keep• out the hoga and restrains 
the �"llll8te1 from taking extended walks• The asylum haa had a oheap verandah 
put up on the aouth aide •.• and haa been olapboarded ••• to keep out the 
rain •• • Inside it 1a divided into 4 ordinarily sized room■••the 2 larger 
of wiioh are �he male and female ward■, with eaoh 8 or 10 inmates •• • The 
other 2 rooms the Superintendent•• and a general atoreroom. All the1e room■ 
are kept 1n •J cJeanly a condition •• pouible. . • 'Whitewash, eto., haa been 
uaed. freely. +W'• imlatea here, on being queationed, said they had good rood 
with good treatment• and their appearanoe would ind loate lt. • • 

. 
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The old hospital •rd i■ a 1truoture about 40 teet long by'lO or 12 wide 
w ith 4 room■ and aupplied 1'ith light and ventilation by 4 door■• but window• are 
now being plaoed 1n eaoh apartmmt. One of theee room, 1a the ayphilitio ward, 
2 will be u1ed a1 1leeping room, ••• and �he 4th 11 the proviaion room, where 11 
flour, rioe, hominy, augar, oraokera, ooffee, tea, onion,, butter, lard, 1alt, beet 
and pork and.other grooeriea from Holbrook's• in variety and quantity 1uffioient 
to 1how that all the inmatea of the p� oe have good food, 11 indeed they all admit. 
The dead and wa1h houee (The name •dead and waeh houae" i■ quite atrilcing but, never• 
thele11, appropriate. It wai the ouatom in tho■e day1 alway■ to wa1h the bodie■ ot 
the dead-1ometime1,with oeremony. Mr. Zephaniah'lingaley, who died about thirty 
year1 prior to'thi1 period, directed. in hi1 will that hie body •be exou1ed from the 
uaual 1ndiloreet f'ormal1tie1 and parade or wa■hing. ") 11 a new building about 16 
teet 1quare and· auppliea vhat ha■ been needed there• Th� well•hou1e 11 alao divided 
into 2 roome, one or whioh oontaina the new well, with it1 foroe pump and 160 feet 
ot ho1e, and the othe� a bathing �u� and other aide to oleanline■•• 

The kitohen houae ha1 2 roome, 1 or which 11 the kitchen proper, whioh 
wa1 kept in a Tery cleanly oondi tion and here 11 the Sunday dinner for all the wel l  
on.ea oon1i1ting or a joint or meat with rioe pudding. 

The new hoapital building• oooupied S weelca, 1a 85 feet long by 22 wide, 
with an 8 toot verandah all around it, while inaide the ceiling■ are 14 feet high• 
It 1■ divided into two warde•-male and female•-whioh are 1eparated by the nur1e•1 
room and the diepen1ary1 the whole interior, even to the bed■ with their mo11 
mattre1ae1 end white ooTerleta being olean , ■weet end aiq •• an1 hou■okeeptr 
would de11ro, Bo oommunloat1on 11 allowed be1rween the11 �rde, na� be'bwem the 
hospital and a■ylum. without a permit from the 1up6rintendent, Mr. Wright, The 
bill ot tair for tho1e in the hoapital ia, or oourae, better than for the aaylum 
imnate1, and the order lef't by Dr. Drew for a patient, oomprl1ed. milk,/rioe, ohioken· 
broth• eto., whioh 1hows that nouriahing food 1■ considered a neoes1ary adjunot to 
thi1 department. In front ot thi■ buildi ng the ground ha■ beP.n laid down with 
bermuda grau and a pl•eant lawn will be the reault soon. • • 

The work ot reoon■truotion at thia in1titution ha■ been carried out by 
Dr• C• J, Xen110rthy, ot the '-'ounty Commi111oner■, who 1a working at it a, a lebor 
ot lOTe end de1erve1 reoognition tor the good he ha1 aooomplished• . • (168) 

Chri■tma1 dinner at the Hospital and A■ylum in 1871 wa1 a great event, 
(172, 178) The following �ppearecl 1n a looal paper on the la1t day of year 18771 

If thoae who liberally rHponded when called upon for donation■ to a 
Chri1tma1 tea1t for the people living in• oounty ••ylum• oould have been preaent 
and ■een the joy ot tho1e people they would have been a tho'uaand time■ repaid•· • ·. • 
The table•• 1pread in the female ward ot the _hospital• and around it were 
gathered the inmatea--to the number of about thirty-am a fn invited gueat1• 
.&t the head or the table ■at County Commi1■ioner1 lemo rthy and Fran.oil• • • and · 
at the to�t Dr. c. Draw-, phyaioian to the inati tution. • • - < -- __ 

There wa1 roa at beef, turkey, ohioken, chicken pie• boiled ham, and 
other meats, vegetable• ot all kindlJ an enormoua plum puddi ng, oake■, · ioe orean 

;.· .. and ootfee. .Af'ter dinner 1everal reaolution1 were handed up by inmate■, one ot 
,. the■e thanking the people of Jaokaonville for their goodneu of heart in providing 

thi1 fea■t• and .-nother. • • oomplimmtary to the Superintendent, Dr• C, J. len• 
worthy end the phyd.oian, Dr• c. Drew, fbr their oourte■7., kindneH' llhd 1ympathy 
during the year pa1t. The re101ut1on■ being diapoaed ot, 1ome .nut1, rli1in1 end 
oandy nre _di1tributed, and tobaooo and oigar1 g1Ten out. The rule, were generall1 

.. 
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auapended and every person enjoyed himself in 'Whatever he likech (Nearly aixty 
yeara �ter, on April 18, 1936t . when Dr. R. B. Moiver •• president, the Staff 
gave another "Ho1pital Dinner•" On this oooaaion Dr. R.H. KoOinnia, atter thir)y• 
five yeara of gratuitou1 1erTioe• •• honored at the time of hia retirement. A 
plaque, upon which a profile or Dr. MoGinnia had been momted, we presented by 
Dr. a. Knox Simpson,. Chief of the Department o,f Surgery, and wa1 accepted on 
behalf or·the Hoepital by Mr. Frank E. Jenning■, Chairman of the Welfare Board. (161) 

• • ·• A■ it 11 the oloae of the year in which muoh has been done for th� 
inatitution, it ■eEml fitting to aay something about the improvanenta inaugura°ted - . _ 
and carried to a aucoe11tul ending, A majority of our reader■ will remember the ---
filthy hovel for it deserved no bett�:r appellation wiicn pa seed for a county poor• · ·. 
hou1e two or three years ago , • • The difference between the ple oe then and now 
1a aa di■tinot and broed •• the d5. fferenoe betwe"n hell and heaven, In the firat 
place the ground wa■ pl eared- of all rubbi■h •• • plowed, aot with Bermuda gra11, 
and no lawn in the oity 1a smoother or look■ better• A 1ub1tantial fence waa 
built and whitewaehed• The two old building• were thoroughly purified, fitted · 
with good glaaed windows and blind1J where•• before, the only openings were the 
door■ ••• Eaat ot theae a new hoepital building wae ereoted . , • A tn feet 
from the. north-weat corner ot the Hoepital,, • • 11 the kitchen. A emall building 
oloae by the kitohen contain■ waah and bath rooma e nd in the north end a compartment 
tor laying out the dead. A well wa■ 1unk in the open plaoe between the varioua 
building■, fitted with a fbroing pump and about 200 teet of hoee. The wiadom ot 

thia provi1ion waa demon■trated • ftnr daya ago, when the ho1pital took fire• • • 
and wae promptly extinguished by the u1e or the • , • hoae • c. • The aggregate 
ooat of the above improvement■ •• about $2,600• • • 

. . 

The oem-tery oonneoted with t�i• inatitution baa been tenoed and put 
1n good order• Eacn grave ill numbered, and an entry or all the known particular• 
oonoer.ning the decea1ed 11 made in the hospital reoorde Bow waa it before? The 
dead were buried, to be aure1 among the pine■ and aa ... gr•••• 'no di1tingui1hing mark 
to the graaa, end the cattle graaed ■nd hog■ rooted above them. • • (173) 

In the late eighteen•anentiee and early eighteen•eightie■ the inatitution 
grew little. In 1885 it ■till could boa1t or only the three one•1tory building■ 
for the reoeption of patient,. Acoonmiodatione were, however, more adequate. Thirty 
male end 10 female patients oould be ho1pitalized, but 1till the demand for admia• 
aion exceeded the aocoJ1111odationa. In 1885 the building■ were identified•• being 

-:�ituated on high ground in Oakland, •�halt mile north of the fairground•• The 
broad verandah• end abundant foliage,· flowers end vine, were piotured ea giving 

• the ina+itution a homelike 1lppearanoe1 and the building■ were deaoribed ae being 
rlean and well ventilated. four thouaand dollar, wa■ the per annum operating coat; 

, , .. ,200 or whioh waa 1'urn1ehed by- the United State■ government beoauae of the marine 
�-tienta 'Nho were hospitalised there• 

From 1885 to the late eighteen•eightiea Dr. H. Robinaon eerved as super• 
intendent, without pay,. 'Mlile Dr. Drew aerved e1 the attending physioien,• with a 
■mall salary, ••�imated to reimburae him for the medicine he furnished the sick. 

'.Sieter Mary Annqbf Saint Joaeph'• Convent 1118de frequent vi1it1 to the institution 
and wae loved by all• (174.175»176•177) Pati�t• who 1uffered with yellow fever 
during the epidemio ot 1888 were not ho1pitali1ed there• (For later history of the 
DUTBl County Hoepital aoe •The Duval Countf Hospital" bf Dr. R.H. M0Glnni11 
oiroa 1926, and the Florida Timea•Union, June 1, 1924, and April 12, 16' 'and lB, 1936•) 

The pioture1 ot the hoapital ■hown 1n the.aooompanying llluatrationa are 
a■ it appeared about 1915. (178) lo piotur•• or the buildi ng deiorlbed are �-vallablee 
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