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3 5 y e a r 5 a n d 5 0 a r i n g I By J u Ll E wILLIAMs, Staff Writer 

Fro111 t~nii~II-t~nHiingll~llrt~ 
to ~111np1111-111ill~ 111i-D 

Taku a trip down 

memory lane to 

1972. Bell-bottoms 

and polyester shirts 

are all the rage, as 

are mood rings, 

suede-fringed vests, 

platform shoes and 

pork-chop sideburns. 
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Also in 1972, the U.S. median household 
income is $9,697, and the average cost of a 
new home is $30,500. A first-class stamp 
costs eight cents, while a gallon of gas 
goes for 36 cents. The recently invented 
handheld calculator sells for $395 . 

Nixon is president, the Watergate 
scandal begins, and the Vietnam War is 
in full swing . 

In the music world, Pink 
Floyd debuts their "Dark 
Side of the Moon" 
album, and Top-40 hits 
include "American 
Pie" and "Heart of 
Gold. " 

"M*A*S*H," 
"All in the 
Family," "Sanford 
and Son" and 
"Hawaii-Five-0" 
dominate 
America's 
television sets. 

1972 also 
brings an end 

to more than 
three years of lunar 

landings with the Apollo 
17 mission . 

It's also a year for 
many firsts. The CAT 
scan is developed, the 
first e-mail program 
is invented and Atari 
introduces Pong, the 
first video game. 

A lot is happening 
in Jacksonville in 1972 

as well with the re-elec
tion of Hans Tanzler as 

mayor. Elvis is also very 
much alive, decked out in 

his trademark white jumpsuit 
to perform in Jacksonville. 

~ 



And Northeast Florida is abuzz 
with the formation of a new upper
level state university in 
Jacksonville. After three years of 
planning, recruiting and hiring 
117 faculty and more than 150 
staff who work around the 
clock to prepare for opening 
day, the University of North 
Florida opens for classes at 
7:30a.m. Monday, Oct. 2. 

The campus is situated in the 
middle of a dense forest of pal
mettos, scrub oaks and pine 
trees, with recently paved 
streets replacing dirt 
roads navigable 
only by four
wheelers. Pine
bark pathways 
connect the 
University's 
two parking 
lots to its four 
major build
ings - a class
room building, a 
laboratory build
ing, an administra
tion building and a 
library stocked 
with 100,000 
cataloged 
volumes. 

Vending 
machines 
are placed 
between 
Buildings 
3 and 4 the 
night before 
classes begin, 
but the next day 
they're inoperable 
because bears appar-
ently had come in overnight 
from the woods and tore off all the 
machines' knobs while trying to get at 
the sweet-smelling snacks. 

On the way from the parking lot to 
teach her first-ever criminology class, 
UNF's Dr. Christine Rasche accidentally 
loses her keys and is drenched by a 
downpour of rain. Fortunately, one of 

her 
students is a 
surfer who 

comes to class 
in his bathing 
suit (with surf
board in tow), 
and he 

volunteers to go 
out into the 

pouring rain to 
retrieve the 

professor's keys. 
But the wild animals 

and heavy rains don't stop 
UNF's eager students from 

beginning classes at their 
brand-new University. In 
all, 2,027 juniors, seniors 
and graduate students 
attend classes the first 
semester, enrolled in arts 
and sciences, education 

and business administra
tion courses. 
The average age of students 

is 31, primarily because many 
have delayed their education to raise 

families or enter the workforce. Most are 
grateful to finally have an opportunity 
to attend a local state university and are 
serious about learning. And the faculty, 
averaging 29 years old, are also excited 
to be at UNF, to be an integral part 
of establishing the University and 
providing a quality education to 
tomorrow's leaders. 

Now, 
fast-forward 
35 years to 
present day. 

UNF has come a long way. 
Naturally, the campus has grown 
over the years. UNF's 1 ,300-acre site 
has transformed from a handful of 
buildings into a sprawling campus 
including 28 major buildings and 
five residence halls. And according 
to a recent study, UNF has an 
annual economic impact of nearly 
$1 billion on the region. 

The Carpenter Library 
received a major facelift in 
2005, with a 79,000-
square-foot 
addition 
and 
remodeling of the 
existing building. 
The library now 
houses more than 
800,000 volumes and 
59,000 electronic 
books and journals, close to 1.5 
million microform units, and scads 
of other reference items, including 
audio units, videos, subscriptions, 
maps and government documents. 
As is the majority of campus now, 
the entire building is equipped with 
wireless Internet access - and to 
the delight of coffee-lovers campus
wide - there's even a Starbucks on 
the ground floor. 

Last fall, UNF opened the new 
Social Sciences Building, the first 
"green" building on campus and one 
of the first facilities in Jacksonville 
registered by LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design). 
In an effort to do its part to preserve 
the environment, UN F is committed 
to ensuring that all new construction 
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Although still relatively young, the University of North Florida 
is making its mark. UNF students are too. Stpcked against 
their counterparts at other universities, UNF students continue 
to gain regional, national and even international recognition 
for their achievements in everything from academics and 
research to the arts and industry. Here are some highlights of 
UNF students' achievements throughout the 2006-2007 aca
demic year. 

Incoming freshmen achieved an average 1166 SAT score last 
fall, 41 points higher than incoming freshmen five years 
earlier. 

UNF nursing students received the Platinum Award at the 
National Student Nurses Association for their Community 
Health project "Homebasing: A Creative Approach to 
Community Nursing." It was the highest award presented at 
the association's 2007 national convention. 

UNF's educational leadership doctoral students have won one 
regional and four national awards for their doctoral disserta
tions within the past year. 

Catherine Bauer, a writing 
tutor with UNF's 
Academic Center for 
Excellence (ACE), 
won the College 
Tutor-of-the-Year 
Award at the 2007 
annual conference of 
the National 
Tutoring Association. 

The UNF chapter of 
Students in Free 
Enterprise (SIFE) has 
won its regional com
petition for 12 con
secutive years, 
through 2007, and 
has placed in the top 
16 in the nation for 

each of the last three 
years. 

Stacey Kitano-Enriquez was 
selected to participate in 
the International Scholar 
Laureate Program. The 
UNF junior was one 
of 56 nursing stu
dents from around 
the world chosen to 
be a delegate to 
South Africa, where 
she spent two weeks 
studying HIV/AIDS. 
Enriquez is the first stu
dent from Northeast Florida 
to receive that honor. 

The UNF Wind Ensemble 
has been selected to per

form at Carnegie 
Hall in 2008. The 

performance will 
feature the Wind 
Ensemble and a 
guest faculty 
soloist persent
ing works by 
prominent 

American com
posers. 

Graduate student 
Zachary Champane, a 

Roddenberry Fellow in 
the College of Education and 

Human Services, received the 2007 Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching, the highest 
honor bestowed by the U.S. government to classroom teach
ers of math and science. He was one 
of 93 teachers nationwide to 
receive the honor. 

Osprey athletes earned the 
most academic all-confer
ence honors in the 
Atlantic Sun Conference 
for the second year in a 
row. Of 279 eligible Osprey 
athletes, 163 earned aca
demic all-conference honors. 

Civil engineering students 
placed third regionally in 
a competition to design 
and build a steel bridge 
in UNF's third year of 
entering the competi
tion. 

Women's volleyball play
ers recorded the 
University's highest team 
GPA at 3.44. 

Graduating seniors in the Coggin College of Business scored 
higher on the Educational Testing Service's Major Field Test 
in Business than seniors graduating 
from 85 percent of participating 
institutions. 

UNF nursing students 
obtained a 94-percent pass 
rate on the National 
Council of State Boards 
of Nursing licensing 
exam, beating the nation
al average of 90 percent. 

UNF nurse practitioner stu
dents obtained a 100-percent 
pass rate on their national certifi
cation exam. 

UNF's Jazz Ensemble 1 
performed last fall at the 
Monterey Jazz Festival. 

All of UNF's teacher educa
tion graduates successfully 
completed all portions of the 
Florida Teacher Certification 
Examination prior to graduation. 

Jazz tnsem01e One 
ot the University of North Florido 

Music major Scott Dickinson finished second in a national 
trumpet competition and was co-winner of the Downbeat 
Student Arrangement Award. 

The Ministry of Education in Belize has recognized two 
College of Education and Human Services alumni and one 
currently enrolled master's student a~ Outstanding Teachers 
of the Year in Belize. That student, Dacia Tillett, is currently 
enrolled in the Educational Leadership program and will 
graduate in 2008. 

Todd Uhlman, a junior nursing student, served as president of 
the National Student Nurses Association. 

A UNF jazz trio was invited 
to perform at the presti
gious Festival Les Rendez
vous de l'Erdre, Jazz et 
Belle Plaisance in Nantes, 
France in September. 

The interdisciplinary team 
of Tarek Chammeh 
(Computing), Jay 
Weatherstone (Computing) , 
and Karim El Ghalbzouri 
(Business) won at the 2007 Enterprise 
North Florida Corporation Regional Business Plan 
Competition in April. 

Graduating MBAs from the Coggin College of Business 
recorded higher average scores on the Educational Testing 
Service's Major Field Test for the MBA than their counter

parts graduating from at least 90 percent of participating 
institutions. 

Music major Tzu Yin Liu won the 2006 state solo string 
competition from the American String Teachers 
Association solo string competitions 

Honors student Jacqulyn 
Simmons was recognized as a 
2006 Excellence in Service 
Award winner by Florida 
Campus Compact, an organi
zation that promotes service
learning, civic engagement and 
collegiate volunteerism. 

Shane Horn received the Pi Lambda 
Theta 2007 Distinguished Student Scholar 
award and was appointed to serve on the Pi Lambda Theta 
international board of directors as the undergraduate student 
vice president for the 2007-2009 term. 

Jeanne Richards, an educational leadership doctoral student, 
won the Deans Award for Outstanding Research at the 2007 
meeting of the Southwest 
Educational Research 
Association. 

100 percent of UNF 
physical therapy 
graduates passed the 
national licensure 
exam. 



founding faculty INTERVIEWS BY TOM CAIN, PHOTOS BY MARIO PERALTA 

In their own words 
What was it like to be at UNF on the first day 
of classes in 1972 and ho1v have students and 
the University evolved over the years? We went 
to 13 of the University's founding faculty who 
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What made you decide to come to UNF? 
They offered me a job, and the challenge of helping build a 
university. Who could resist that? 

Dr. Dale Clifford 
Chair of the History Department 

History professor 

The only access to the campus when I interviewed in 
February of 1972 was via a dirt trail from 
Beach Boulevard ... Dean Willard Ash 
drove me over the bumpy dirt road, with 
deep washout holes, in his old Mercedes 
diesel. We stopped at the entrance to the 
campus, where a bulldozer was stuck 
-blade first - in a sinkhole. Dean 
Ash promised that somewhere 
through the pine trees and pal
mettos, a campus with office 
and classroom buildings, a 
library, boathouse, parking lots, 
and other university amenities 
would be ready for students and fac
ulty in the fall. From that moment on I was intrigued by the 
idea of working at a university that would be entirely created 
by its faculty and administration. 

Dl'. Dan Schafer 
History professor 

What do you remember about the frrst day of classes? 
On the very day and at the very hour that the 
University opened its doors to students-on 

October 2, 1972, at 7:30 a.m.-I met a 
group of students in a small classroom in 
Building 3, and together we began a 
course called "What ls Existentialism?" 
Willard Ash, the founding dean of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, had 

are still full-time employees at UNF to find 
out. Read the highlights here, or visit 
www. unf edu and click on the 35th anniversary 
hot button for their complete interviews. 
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dreamed up a series of interdisciplinary courses that he called 
Venture Studies. "What Is Existentialism?" was one such 
course. 

Dr. Bill Slaughter 
English professor 

There had been a great deal of rain, and although 
the buildings were complete, the landscaping and 
sidewalks were not. It was muddy, and students 
and f~tculty pitched in to help students in 
wheelchairs onto and off of the plywood 
boards laid down between buildings. And 
most of all, the students were so grateful 
and excited to have the opportuni
ty to attend a university. 

What humorous times do you recall, and why were they so 
funny? 
One of the best was the time we had an alligator sunning 
himself on the deck just below what is now the Schultz 
Education Building; and a second was Roy Singleton getting 
bitten by a snake as he walked out to his car after finishing 
class at ll p.m. Fortunately, the snake wasn't poisonous. 

Dr. Paul Eggen 
Foundations and Secondary Education professor 

We had to laugh in the beginning because so many 
things went wrong. When the school first opened, 

the phones did not work properly, the side
walks from the parking lots to the build-
ings were made of pine-bark nuggets and 

were sometimes adventurous to 
walk on, and there were lots of 

wild animals around. 
Dr. Chris Rasche 

Criminal Justice professor 
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How have students changed over the last 35 years? 
Our best students now are among the best we have ever had. 
UNF is attracting more of the very best students who could 
attend older institutions with more established reputations. 

Dr. Ray Bowman 

What are the biggest challenges on campus 
today compared to opening day in 1972? 
Motivating students to read the text, complete 

outside readings and acquire a thirst for 
knowledge ... [students today need to] 

learn to think critically and not accept 
everything they hear as the gospel. 

What kept you at UNF for so many years? 

Dr. Lou Woods 
Economics professor 

The challenge of educating young people to becoms teachers. 
T've loved every minute of it. 

Dr. Janice Wood 

The challenges of starting a university 
from scratch proved to be very engaging. 
You quickly get invested in a place where 

you feel you are making a difference. 
Even after seven years at Notre 
Dame, Twas still very much a jun
ior faculty member, in terms for 

example, of having a say in 
how things would be done ... 
(At UNF) we all had a say in 

how things would be done. 
Dr. Dick Bizot 

First, the people. I've been privileged to work with the best 
group of librarians imaginable from the former director, 
Andrew Farkas, throughout the ranks of my former and cur
rent colleagues. 
And second, the challenge. Not many brand new librarians 
(as I was in 1972) get to build a library from scratch. lt was a 
wonderful experience. 

Linda Smith 
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How will you keep UNF in your life and heart after you retire? 
I've been here over half my life so UNF's imprint is indelible. 

Dr. Minor Chamblin 

What are the biggest changes you've 
witnessed at UNF? 
The biggest change has occurred since 

the arrival of John Delaney. President 
Delaney rejuvenated the University 

as he did the city of Jacksonville. I 
believe his leadership has changed 

the character and direction of 
UNF and we are headed for 
greater national and interna

tional recognition. These 
changes will have positive ramifi

cations for many years. 

How has college education changed over the 
last 35 years? 
The most radical changes have come only 
recently with the advent of the Web. 
Information both, good and bad, is at 
everyone's fingertips. I fear the art of 
reading the printed word will continue 
to decline, e.g. newspapers, news mag
azines and novels. 

Dr. Steve Shapiro 

Dr. Reza Vaghefi 

What have you done during your time at UNF that you are 
proudest of? 
I am very proud of having created both of our undergraduate 
and graduate criminal justice programs, as well as the minor 
in women's studies, which is now gender studies. Academic 
programs, from which hundreds of students have graduated, 
are, I hope, lasting contributions. 

Dr. Chris Rasche 
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a I u m n i p r 0 f i I e s I By J u L I E wILLIAMs I Staff Writer 

Ruta )ureviciute on the balcony of her New York condo 

F
resh out of high school and eager to explore another 
part of the world, 17-year-old Lithuanian Ruta 
Jureviciute traveled 5,000 miles in 1990 to spend the 
summer in the United States. What she didn't know 

then was that she'd never return to live in her home country. 
Armed with a tourist visa, a couple of suitcases and $350, 

Jureviciute came to America upon the insistence of her mother, 
who was looking for options for her daughter's future. At the 
time, Lithuania was still under Soviet rule but going through a 
turbulent transition to democracy. 

"The last few months of my high school years, the Soviet 
Union cut off our oil supply so all the transportation stopped 
and we had to boil water every morning to take showers," 
Jureviciute said. "When they discovered economic sanctions 
didn't work, they moved the military back in and tried to take 
over the key posts of Lithuania. There were tanks all over my 
city, people were being killed and nobody knew what was going 
to happen next, so it was very scary." 

Jureviciute ended up staying in Jacksonville with her mother's 
cousin and his wife, Diane Kazlauskas, a librarian at UNF, 
although staying wasn't her choice. "I actually hated America at 
first," Jureviciute said. "I only knew a few words of English and I 
missed my family and friends. The last thing I wanted was to be 
here in this strange country." 

Realizing she needed to know English and keep busy, 

Jureviciute enrolled in the ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) program at FCCJ. She later began taking courses at 
UNF as a non-degree student, but it wasn't until she made a trip 
back to Lithuania in 1993 that she was able to obtain a student 
visa and enroll at UNF fulltime, working toward a double-major 
in economics and psychology. Along the way she also investigated 
UNF's pre-law program and got to know Dr. Martin Edwards, 
the program's director. 

"I had always wanted to go to law school, but it had never 
been an option because in order to get into law school in 
Lithuania you had to know or pay somebody and I didn't have 
those connections," she said. 

But after meeting with Edwards, Jureviciute realized she could 
actually pursue her dream. "Marty didn't laugh at me like every
one else," she said. "It was nice to meet somebody who actually 
believed in me, because before that I'd met a lot of people who'd 
said, 'Yeah, why don't you set some realistic goals?"' 

Jureviciute earned her B.A. degree from UNF in 1996 and 
with Edwards' support applied to Duke University in Durham, 
N.C., where she was offered a $50,000 scholarship to study law. 

"Ruta first came to America without speaking English," 
Edwards said. "She was one of the most dedicated and intelligent 
students I had taught and advised." 

By 2001, Jureviciute had earned degrees from Duke in interna
tional and comparative law and investment banking, before mov
ing to New York City, passing the New York Bar exam and start
ing a job in mergers and acquisitions for Bear Stearns, an invest
ment banking, securities trading and brokerage firm. 

But the timing for starting a job in New York was unfortunate. 
"I had a dream job that I'd worked so hard for, and then Sept. 11 
happened," she said. "The economy went downhill and it really 
affected Wall Street, so of the 90 people in my incoming class at 
Bear Stearns worldwide, only 25 of us were left after four rounds 
of layoffs the first year." 

She survived the competition by working hard and putting in 
90 to 100 hours a week. "We're advisers to clients and when you 
have a deal happening, you have to do whatever it takes and work 
day and night to get it done," she said. 

Now a vice president in Bear Stearns' financial sponsors 
group, Jureviciute said her education at UNF was incredibly 
important to the success of her career. "At UNF I learned to 
become a part of the American culture, I got my self-confidence 
back, and I was guided to exactly where I wanted to be." 

~ Degrees: B.A., UNF, 1996; JD/LLM, M.B.A., 
= Duke, 2001 

·c:; Age: 34 

·;: Languages: Lithuanian, English, Russian 

~ Job: Vice president, Bear Stearns' financial sponsors 
=group 
~ 

ca Hobbies: Travel, tennis, skiing, reading, dancing, biking 

; Gives back: By sponsoring a Bosnian family in 
a: Jacksonville since 1995 
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35 years of 
generosiry 

For many, 35 years is a 
lifetime in their career. 
People retire and enjoy them
selves in a variety of ways. 
However, 35 years for a uni
versity is quite young. 
Europe has some universities 
that have been around for 
nearly a millennium. In the 
United States, there are several more than three centuries 
old. The reason for pointing this out is to illustrate that 
UNF is precocious in terms of its receipt of gifts and the 
growth of its endowment. I did some research regarding 
giving to UNF and found several interesting facts. 

First, in the past six years gifts to the University of 
North Florida have totaled $72 million. That's 55 percent 
of the $131 million UNF has received throughout its young 
existence. The past several years have been monumental for 
the Ospreys. 

Second, the $131 million in outright gifts have funded 
thousands of scholarships, helped to recruit outstanding 
faculty through chairs and professorships, purchased state
of-the-art equipment and built great facilities. Without such 
support, UNF would be just another regional school. With 
this support, we have distinguished ourselves. 

Third, the endowment has grown through gifts and the 
great state-matching program along with a solid track 
record of investments. In 1983, when the UNF 
Foundation started to invest its portfolio, it had 
$1 ,013,257. Today, it is valued at $87 million and growing. 
On July 1 of this year, the Foundation distributed $3.2 
million to more than 200 endowment operating accounts. 
Of that amount, $1.5 million is for student aid, assisting 
more than 700 students. I look forward to the day when 
1,000 students are receiving scholarships. 

One might conclude that if all is going so well that the 
University of North Florida does not need "my support." 
I wish that were true, but it is not. As we grow, so does the 
need for more scholarships, faculty support and facilities. 
UNF has a great future and the next 35 years will be 
transformational. Alumni and friends are pivotal for 
our future. 

Vice President, Institutional Advancement 
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Sometimes it takes a little help to reach 
your goals. Drs. Marianne and Lehman 
Barnes, who have made a $25,000 gift to 
fund the Marianne and Lehman Barnes 
Scholarship for Science Education, can 
vouch for that. 

Barnes endowment 
funds science 
scholarship 

Marianne Barnes, a professor in Foundations and 
Secondary Education who has been on the faculty since 
1976, and Lehman Barnes, a part-time faculty member who 
has worked on grants and projects since 1990, have experi
enced the difference that scholarships can make. 

She has worked with numerous students who have bene
fited from scholarships. As a young man, Lehman Barnes 
needed a scholarship to attend college because he had the 
smarts but lacked the finances. "That helped make it possi
ble for me to go to college," he said of the scholarship he 
received. For him, scholarships are also a form of positive 
reinforcement. "Whoever provides scholarships is saying to 
you, 'Hey, you can do it.' They are nudging you to do it." 

In addition to funding an endowed scholarship to help 

g i f t s & g i v e r s I By T 0 M cAIN I Staff Writer 

future and current science teachers who need a hand to make 
their college dreams come true, the Barneses plan to leave a 
portion of their estate to UNF to fund more science education. 

"This is a tremendous commitment to the University at a 
time when we need more teachers in the profession," said Dr. 
Pierre Allaire, vice president for Institutional Advancement. 
"Endowed scholarships are so important because they are 
available to the students year after year. And the fact they 
have included UNF in their estate plans is special." 

The Barneses work with students who want to become 
science teachers, particularly in middle school and high school. 
Marianne's father, a scientist who supported her through many 
science fairs, encouraged her interest in science. 

"We just feel it would be appropriate to give something back 

to the University and help someone," Marianne Barnes said 
when asked about the motivation for the gift. "It's a good 
feeling. This has been and continues to be a wonderful career." 

Lehman Barnes calls science education his "life and 
livelihood." He and Marianne Barnes want to be available 
to the scholarship recipients for academic questions and 
questions about life. 

He is a consultant for Big Brothers-Big Sisters and 
Community in Schools. "I lost my father as a senior in high 
school. I always had an adult mentor as I grew up. I am very 
much into mentoring, as all adults who have the time and 
energy should be," he said. "If this [making the gift] nudges one 
person to be a mentor or contribute some scholarship money, 
that would be wonderful," Lehman Barnes said. 

Clarke endowment funds education, nursing scholarships 
Growing up during the 1940s in a quiet neighborhood in 

the Murray Hill section of Jacksonville, Roy Clarke developed 
a deep and abiding respect and affection for his parents and a 
woman he calls the "neighborhood nurse." 

Clarke's mother, Hazel, came from a West Florida family of 
12 kids. The only one to get a college education, she went on 
to become a Duval County teacher for 24 years. 

His father, Roy, was a high school graduate who, according 
to Clarke, gave himself an on-the-job education. He worked 
for years as an engineer with the telephone company. 

Both parents worked hard to overcome obstacles on their 
way to successful careers, which over the years earned their 
son's respect, pride and admiration. 

Clarke also has fond memories of a woman who lived 
across the street in Murray Hill , a professional nurse named 
Evelyn Cooper who helped nurse the neighborhood kids -
including Clarke - back to health. 

"She doctored all of us in the neighborhood," he said . "I 
haven't forgotten the image of a woman with a heart of gold." 

Clarke also has never forgotten Cooper's work ethic. He 
speaks admiringly of her pulling the night shift while raising four 
children as a single mother. And she still found time to be very 
active in her church and community. 

Sadly, all of these people who made an impact on Clarke's life 
have since passed away. In an effort to honor them through a 
memorial, Clarke recently established the Clarke and Cooper 
Family Scholarship Endowment Fund with a $150,000 gift to 
UNF that will be matched by $75,000 from the state of Florida. 
The gift will fund the Roy and Hazel Clarke Education 
Scholarship and the Evelyn Cooper Nursing Scholarship. 

"Family-based scholarships designed to honor cherished 
members of one's family are one of the most wonderful kinds of 
gifts we receive from our University friends and donors," said Dr. 
Larry Daniel, dean of UNF's College of Education and Human 
Services. "The Clarke family's decision to invest in education and 
nursing is especially noteworthy." 

Scholarships can make a huge difference, particularly for 
UNF students enrolled in the nursing program, which features an 

extremely rigorous curriculum, according to Dr. Lillia Loriz, 
director of the School of Nursing. 

"Scholarships allow our students to focus on their studies 
without having to work in order to make ends meet," she said. 
"I know our students feel truly blessed when they receive 
a scholarship." 

Clarke is eager to meet the education scholarship recipients 
and maybe talk to them about his parents. "I want to let them 
know that through energy and application and effort; all things 
are possible." Speaking of his parents, he said, " I think they'd 
both be honored and proud of the concept of a scholarship 
fund , very proud." 

Clarke is concerned about what he calls "tooting his own 
horn" regarding the scholarships. He prefers to see it as a way to 
repay those who have helped him along the way. 

"I have been successful beyond my wildest dreams," he said. 
"I'm always interested in giving a little bit back for all the 
wonderful opportunities I have had." 
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gifts at work I BY TOM CAIN, Staff Writer 
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UNF Baseball Coach Dus~ Rhodes goes over Harmon Stadium ground rules with Ohio State coach Bob Todd before a Jacksonville Kennel Club Baseball 

Classic game. 

Taking an extended baseball met_aphor to its breaking point: 
The Jacksonville Kennel Club hit a grand slam by stepping 
to the plate and making a gift to fund the Jacksonville 

Kennel Club Baseball Classic, a tournament that attracts some 
of the biggest names in college athletics to Harmon Stadium. 

"We're very grateful to the good people of the Jacksonville 
Kennel Club for their support of UNF baseball," said Dr. 
Richard Gropper, UNF Athletics director. "The annual Kennel 
Club Classic has evolved into one of the top college baseball 
events in the country. " 

The first Jacksonville Kennel Club Baseball Classic was 
played in 1996. Through the years, UNF has done quite well in 
the tournament, posting an overall record of 57-31. The 
Ospreys have been rough on the Big 10, knocking off Iowa, 
Michigan, Michigan State, Ohio State and Purdue in tourna
ment action. They also have wins over Navy and Notre Dame. 

"When we first started our program here at UNF, the 
Kennel Club was such a great influence on getting our program 
off the ground," baseball coach Dusty Rhodes said. "Without 
their support, there is no way we could have ever run our annu
al tournament. When we were still Division II, we had a chance 
to play top-notch Division I schools here in Jacksonville 
because of the support the Kennel Club provided. Those 
games helped spread the word about our University. " 

The tournament, usually played in February, has included 
Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Princeton and 
Vanderbilt in addition to Iowa, Michigan, Michigan State, 
Ohio State, Purdue, Navy and Notre Dame. 

The teams generally come to UNF over their spring break. 
There is no overall tournament winner, but the wins and losses 
go on each team's season record. This year's tournament was 
the 11th Jacksonville Kennel Club Baseball Classic. 

"We think it's an investment in the community. We have 
always cherished our relationship with UNF, and anything we 
can do to help out helps the community," said Howard 
Korman, president of Jacksonville Greyhound Racing, which 
operates Jacksonville Kennel Club, Orange Park Kennel Club, 
Best Bet at St. Johns Greyhound Park and The Poker Room. 

The Jacksonville Kennel Club, which endowed an academic 
scholarship at UNF in 1998, also made a gift to fund construc
tion of the James J. Patton Osprey Nest at Harmon Stadium. 
Patton, who died in 1993, founded the Orange Park Kennel 
Club and was president of the Orange Park and Jacksonville 
Kennel Clubs. 

Dedicated in 1994, the Osprey Nest is a fully enclosed seat
ing area situated down the right-field line with kitchen facilities 
and restrooms. It's available for use by groups for special func
tions. "If not for the Kennel Club, there is no way our program 
could have accomplished what it has," Rhodes said. "Their 
support has meant so much through the years." 

Private support to UNF near record level 
The University of North Florida received $12.9 million 
in private support in fiscal year 2006-2007, the second 
best year in the University's history. 

UNF Journal I Fal/ 2007 • 31 




























