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Artistic
..............
Mrs. Hugo Anthony
Horticulture
..............
Mrs. Wm. Johnson
Educational Exhibits
...................
Mrs. James, Crosby
Hospitality
...........................
Mrs. Ken Camplejohn
Clerks
........................ ............
Mrs. Jay Jervey
Judges
................................
Mrs. R. M. Williams
Judges’ Breakfast
...........
Ramsgate Circle
Publicity
......................
Mrs. Lealand Stanford III
Records
..............................
Mrs. E. Lester Cates
Mrs. James Crosby
Schedule Chairman
.....................
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Typing
.............. ......
Mrs. E. Lester Cates
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..................................
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GENERAL RULES
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Study the Schedule; it is the law of the show.
This show shall meet all requirements of National
Council of State Garden Clubs, Inc., and shall be
judged by National Council System of Flower Show
Judging.
Competition is open to members of Mandarin Garden
Club and non-members in District IV as schedule
allows.
NO ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS OR FOLIAGE ALLOWED, but materials
on the Conservation List may be used in all classes if
legally obtained.
No photography will be allowed during the judging.
The decision of the Judges shall be final ard no
personnel other than the necessary Judges ard Clerks
and their Chairmen shall be allowed on the floor during
the judging of the show.
The Classific tic
Chairman
shall remain close by in case
f needed information.
Judging will be from
A M. till 1:00 P.M. on April 2.
Each Circle is responsible for
the arrangements assigned
in Division
exhibits must be plan d and all
exhibitors out of t
he Club House by 10:30 A.M. April 2,
1982.
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HORTICULTURE RULES - DIVISION I

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

8.

All classes are open to members of The Mandarin Garden Club,
except Section J, which is for non-members only, and is not
eligible for the Awards of Merit or the Award of Excellence.
Cut plants, fruits, vegetables, and potted plants may be entered
in this class.
Potted plants must have been in the possession of and grown by
the exhibitor for at least three months prior to the show, and
cut specimens must have been grown by the exhibitor.
In a given class, exhibitor may enter more than one variety in
a genus, but not more than one of the same variety or color.
Classes may be sub-divided.
Any other meritorious genus or variety not listed may be added
under its proper section.
Correct labeling with botanical names (if known) is requested.
Pots must be clean and not exceed 12” except in sections where
otherwise specified.
Plants must be show-worthy, well groomed
(with no oiling), and must be free of disease,
Cut specimens must not exceed 24” in overall length.
The
Horticulture Chairman will not accept any exceeding this length.
All potted plants must be entered between 2:00 P.M. and 4:00
P.M., Thursday, April
1, 1982, and must be picked up between
4:00 and 5:00 P.M. on April 2.
NO POTTED PLANTS WILL BE
ACCEPTED FOR JUDGING ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW, April 2, 1982.
The Mandarin Garden Club is not responsible for any damage to
plants while in the show.

HORTICULTURE DIVISION AWARDS
1.

2.

3.

4.

Blue ribbon for first, red ribbon for second, yellow ribbon for
third, and white ribbon for honorable mention may be given in
each class if merited.
Two Awards of Merit may be given, if merited, one to the best
cut specimen and one to the best potted plant.
These must score
95 or more for Award to be placed.
This Award will be an
Orange Rosette.
An Award of Excellence shall be placed, if merited, to the best
specimen in Division I, scoring 95 or more.
This Award will be
a Green, Orange, and Blue Posette.
The Sweepstakes Award will be given to the exhibitor with the
greatest number of blue ribbons in Division I, as tabulated by
the Flower Show Committee.
Tn the event of a tie, the red
ribbons will be counted.
This Award will be a Green and White
Rosette.
"MILDRED HARTLEY HORTICULTURE AWARD" Rules:
1.
Applicant must be an active member of Mandarin Garden Club.
2.
Entry must be a container grown plant no more than
2 years old.
3.
Only one entry per member will be permitted.
4.
Entry must be propogated by exhibitor.
5.
Not eligible for any other award.
"DOT LANDISS AWARD” Rules:
This award to be given to the Circle with the highest per
centage of its members entering HORTICULTURE.
The name of
winning Circle will be engraved on this award plaque which
is to be displayed in the Garden Center, and a cash award
of $5.00 will be given to the winning Circle.

DIVISION I - HORTICULTURE
SECTION A.

Class 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

(3 stems unless
otherwise stated)
Snapdragon(Anthirrhium) 1
stem
Stock (Mathiola) - 1 stem
Sweet Pea (Iathyrus)
Violet Family
a) Pansy
b) Violet
Phlox
Any other meritorious entry

Annuals, Biennials, and Perennials

Alyssum(Lobularia)
8.
Baby’s Breath(Gypsophila)
Calendula
9.
Cornflower(Centaurea)
10.
Dianthus
11.
a)Carnation - 1 stem
b)Pinks
c)sweet William
12.
Marigold
13.
Nasturtium (Tropaeolum)
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SECTION B.

Bulbs, Corms, Rhizomes, Tubers

Class 14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Amaryllis ( Amaryllidaceae) - 1 stem
Daylily - 1 full scape, buds permitted (Hemorocallis)
Iris - 1 stem
Gloriosa - 1 stem
Watsonia - 1 stem
Any Other Meritorious Entry
Cut Foliage grown for fruit or flower.
Must be in bloom
fruit or flower.
1 stem not to exceed 24” in length.

SECTION C.
Class 20.
21.
22.

Ardisia (Myrsinaceae)
23.
Azalea
24.
Rose Family (Rosaceae)
25.
a) Hybrid Tea
b) Floribunda and Polyantha
c) Grandiflora
d) Climbers

SCALE OF POINTS:

Sections A, B.

Spiraea
Shrimp
Any Other Meritorious
Entry

C.

Cultural perfection................................... ....60
Form, color, substance, abundance, bloom..(20)
Size, according to variety................. (20)
Foliage and stem............................ (20)
Distinction of species or variety........................ 20
Condition.............
.20

SECTION D.

Cut Foliage not grown for fruit or flower.
branch not to exceed 24" in length.

Class 26.

Class 27.

1 stem or

Green Foliage
a) Aspidistra
b) Sansevieria
c) Palms (Palmaceae)
d) Podacarpus

e)
f)
g)
h)

Variegated Foliage
a) Coleus
b) Begonia
c) Ivy (Hedera)

d) Philodendron
e) Pittosporum
f) Any Other Meritorious Entry

SCALE OF POINTS:

Philodendron
Ivy (Hedera)
Pittosporum
Any Other Meritorious Entry

Section D.

Spray form...... ........................... 40
Form......... ........... (20)
Grace........ ........... (20)
40
Stem and Foliage ............
Size............ . ........................... 10
........................... 10
Substance.......
Container Grown Plants - If grown for fruit or flower
must be in bloom.
Class 28.
African Violet (Single crown per pot)
29.
Cacti and Succulents
30.
Croton
Euphorbia (Crown of Thorns)
31.
Gernaium
Begonia (Begoniaceae)
32.
35.
Peperomia (Piperaceae)
36.
Bromeliads
33.
Philodendron (Araceae)
Liliaceae
37.
34.
Chinese Evergreen
38.
a) Aloe
Dieffenbachia
b) Dracaena
39.
any Other Meritorious Entry
40.
c) Sansevieria
d) Chlorophyturn

SECTION E.

SECTION F.
Class 41.
42.

Ferns (Felices) - no limit to size
Potted Ferns (subclassed according to variety)
Hanging Ferns (subclassed according to variety)
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SECTION G.

Class 43
44

Hanging Containers (not including Ferns)
Containers in flower
Grown for foliage only

SCALE OF POINTS:

Sections E, F, G, H.

Flowering
Cultural perfection.....
35
Size of Plant (according to variety).... 20
Floriferousness...........
15
Rarity...................................... 10
Color.....................
10
Foliage.............
. ..10

100
Green and Ornamental Foliage
Cultural perfection.....................35
Size of Plant (according to variety)....
Distinction. ........................
Rarity........
Form (according to variety)..............

SECTION H.
Class 45.
46.

20
15
15
15

Patio Plants - no limit to size

Plants in bloom or berry
Plants grown for foliage only

Fruits and Vegetables (exhibited on plates furnished
by Committee)
Citrus- one plate of two; 1 cut open
Class 47.
48.
Berries - plate of 5
49.
Vegetables
a)Cabbage - 1 head per plate
b)Carrots - 3 per plate
c)Lettuce - 1 head per plate
d)0nions - 3 per plate
e)Parsley - 5 leaves per plate
f)Potatoes - 3 per plate
g)Radish - 3 per plate
h)Any Other Meritorious Entry
50.
Herbs
51.
Any Other Meritorious Entry

SECTION I.

SCALE OF POINTS:

Section I.

Quality/Condition.......................... 25
Size........
10
Form........... ..............
10
Color. ....................................... 20
Uniformity..... . ........
15
Freedom from blemish.... ........
20

100
SECTION J.
Class 52.
53.
54.

SECTION K.

Non-member Entries (not eligible for top awards)
Cut Specimens
Potted Plants
Fruits and Vegetables
Container grown Plants Propagated by Exhibitor
(Eligible for "Mildred Hartley Horticulture Award”)

DIVISION IT. - EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS

SECTION A.

Wekiva Camp Poster Contest

SECTION B.

Trees

SECTION C.

Books
State and National Publications
Selected Horticulture and Artistic References
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DIVISION III - ARTISTIC DESIGNS

ARTISTIC RULES:
1.

Registration must be In advance with Entries Chairman and must
be the work of the exhibitor.
If unable to exhibit the day of
the show, the exhibitor is responsible for furnishing a
substitute and must notify the Entries Chairman.

2.

Design must be in place between the hours of 8:30 and 10:00 A.M.
on April 2, 1982.

3.

Materials used must be listed on an unlined 3” x 5" white card.
An explanation of interpretation is allowed in all classes on
an unlined 3" x 5" white card.

4.

Bases and accessories allowed in all classes.

5.

Backgrounds allowed in all classes, must be furnished by
exhibitor.

6.

All plant material must be fresh and untreated in classes eligible
for TRI-COLOR AWARD.

7.

To be eligible for the CREATIVITY AWARD the exhibit must include
some plant material, fresh and/or dried.
Treating is allowed.

8.

Designs in SECTION A, Classes 1, 2, and 3 eligible for the TRI
COLOR AWARD and will be staged in niches (neutral background)
36" high, 24" wide by 17-1/2" deep.
Backgrounds are allowed.

9.

Designs in SECTION B, Classes 1, 2, and 3 eligible for the
CREATIVITY AWARD and will be staged on pedestals 40" high and
18" wide which are painted black.

10.

Designs in SECTION C, Novice Class, are not eligible for top
awards and will be staged in niches (neutral background) 29"
high, 24" wide by 17-1/2" deep.
Rules for Sections A or B may
be used.

11.

Designs in SECTION D, Invitationals, are Miniatures to be dis
played in niches 5" wide, 6" high by 3-1/2" deep.
Schedule rules
for TRI-COLOR AWARD apply in Class 1, and rules for CREATIVITY
AWARD apply in Class 2.

12.

No artificial flowers or foliage will be allowed in any class,
but contrived flowers will be allowed in all classes.

13.

All entries must be passed by Artistic Entries Chairman BEFORE
exhibitor leaves the premises.

ARTISTIC AWARDS:
1.

Blue first, red second, yellow third, and white for honorable
mention.
Ribbons may be placed in each class if merited.

2.

TRI-COLOR AWARD may be placed, if merited, to the design scoring
95 or better in Classes 1, 2, and 3 in Section A.

3.

The CREATIVITY AWARD may be placed, if merited, to the design
scoring 95 or better in Classes 1, 2, and 3 in Section B.

TRI-COLOR Scale of points:
30
30
10
20
10
100

Design
Color and texture
Distinction or marked
superiority
Choice of Material
Condition

CREATIVITY Scale of points:
30
20
20
20
10
TO

Design
Interpretation
Personal expression
Artistic Distinction or
marked superiority
Color
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EXPLORING FLORIDA
Since the days of Osceola and Ponce de Leon, people have explored
Florida .... The Land of Flowers!
We tend to take our daily paths for granted as we watch PROGRESS
in the form of Super Highways and Condominiums fill the landscape.
Our opportunities to explore our natural resources become fewer.
We must learn to appreciate the wide variety of geographical
features that make Florida a peninsula.
It is surrounded by sea
shores of whitest sand from the Panhandle coast to the marshes of
Fernandina.
Beyond the beaches, we find the piney-woodlands car
peted with palmettos, through the ridge country of Gainesville to
the Everglades and the colorful tropical plant life of South Florida
and the Keys at sunset.

Today, we make our own interpretations of these conditions, using
flowers and greenery.
Yes, we still explore Florida!!
DIVISION III - ARTISTIC DESIGNS

SECTION A.

Designs eligible for TRI-COLOR AWARD

Class 1.

Piney Woodlands

(4 entries)

Class 2.

Marshes and Savannahs

(4 entries)

Class 3.

Tropical Splendor

(4 entries)

SECTION B.

Designs eligible for CREATIVITY AWARD

Class 1.

The Everglades

(4 entries)

Class 2.

Seashores

(4 entries)

Class 3.

Ridgelands

(4 entries)

SECTION C.

Class 1.

SECTION D.

Novice Class

(Limited to new members of a Circle or
one who has never won a Blue Ribbon.)

Tiger Creek

Invitationals - Miniatures

(4 entries)

(Open to student Judges
only.
Not eligible for
top awards of Mandarin
Garden Club.)

Class 1.

Hardwood Hammocks

(4 entries)

Class 2.

Keys at Sunset

(4 entries)

NEW

Materials
from the
Center for
Environmental
Education
The Great Whale Book
—A completely revised and updated version of the
popular 1976 publication, The Whalebook. A thorough
introduction to whales and whaling issues, The Great
Whale Book explores the history of whaling, reveals the
latest thinking on whale evolution and physiology, and
examines the purpose for saving whales. Also includes
a handy field guide to the great whales for use on whale
watching expeditions. Softcover, fully illustrated. $7.95
plus $.75 postage and handling.

Callings—The newest release of Paul Winter and the

those who care
about the environment
For

'A

selection of entertaining,
educational materials
that children and
adults will love.
Spring 1982

Winter Consort. The two-record set traces the mythic
journey of a sea lion pup encountering other marine
mammals in the
first year of her
life. Includes 22
page booklet of
photos and narra
tive background
on each species.
$15.00 plus $1.25
postage and
handling.

Whale, Seal, and Sea Turtle Information Packets
—A new source of facts and figures from CEE. Three
separate packets of fact sheets on whales, seals, and
sea turtles totaling 48 pages of information that will
make every reader an expert. Individual sheets provide
beautifully detailed black
and white drawings of
each animal plus up-todate facts about these
marine creatures in an
easy-to-read format. A
useful resource for
both individual and
school use.
All three packets
(48 sheets) $6.25,
plus $1.50 post
age and handling;
individual packets,
please specify
(whale, seal, or
sea turtle) $2.50
each, plus $.85
postage and han
dling. $2.00 per
packet for orders
over 15 of one
kind of animal.*

NEW
Directory of Marine Education Resources
—A directory of over 300 private and government orga
nizations which are interested in helping to promote an
awareness of the importance of water. The Directory is
organized by state and includes a section on grants.
$3.95 plus $.90 postage and handling.

ALSO AVAILABLE
Directory of
Environmental
Education Resources

—A guide to over 250
national and internation
al organizations that offer
environmental education
resources on subjects
ranging from the arts to
wildlife. $3.95 plus $.90
postage and handling.

To encourage you to
add both of these useful
directories to your library,
we are offering them at the special price of $6.50
for both directories plus $1.50 postage and handling.

NEW
Sea Turtle Identification Poster
—An accurate and graceful full-color
representation of the eight species of sea
turtles in their coral reef and turtle grass
habitats. Artist Marvin Bennet worked
under the close technical supervision of
world-renowned sea turtle authority Dr.
Peter C. H. Pritchard to create this
practical yet beautiful work of art.
Produced by the Sea Turtle Rescue Fund
in cooperation with the National Marine
Fisheries Service, this 24" x 36" poster is
printed on water-resistant paper and
would be an attractive addition to any sea
turtle lover’s wall. $4.00 plus $1.50
postage and handling.

Sea Turtle Coloring Book—15 exquisite drawings of
sea turtles by artist Mary Beath place these ancient
reptiles in their natural settings among ocean grasses
and corals. The bilingual English-Spanish text written by
renowned children’s writer Francine Jacobs clearly
explains the natural history of these graceful swimmers
and sensitively treats the issue of present threats to
dwindling sea turtle populations. For all ages, 32 pages,
$3.95 plus $.75 postage and handling. 12-49 copies,
$2.65; 50-99 copies, $2.40.*

The WPF Coloring Album—A colorful folder filled
with individual whale drawings in a delightful oversized
format that makes coloring them a pleasure. 22 drawings
give an illustrated history of whaling and present 12
species of whales with a bilingual English-Spanish text
describing their behavior and characteristics. Designed
for either individual or classroom use, the album also
contains suggestions for activities, research, and drawyour-own pictures. For all ages, $3.95 plus $.75 postage
and handling. 12-49 copies, $2.65; 50-99 copies, $2.40.*

Ahab Poster
—Our dramatic
poster by inter
nationally re
nowned illustra
tor, Michael
David Brown,
graphically
brings to life
Melville’s power
ful statement on
leviathan from
Moby Dick
Specially commissioned by the Whale Protection Fund.
20" x 34". $4.00 plus $1.00 postage and handling. Over
12 copies, $2.25.*

NEW
Hawksbill
Sea Turtle
—Endangered
Species Poster
—Commissioned by
the Sea Turtle Rescue
Fund, nationally known
artist Daniel Gilbert
has captured the
beauty and grace of
the endangered hawks
bill sea turtle in this
exquisite 20" x 28"
lithograph. The graphic
design focuses upon
the elegance of the
hawksbill’s shell,
but the caption,
“Endangered
Species,’’
reminds us that the shell’s beauty has led to the near
extinction of this species. Unsigned, $20. Signed, limited
edition, $50. $2.50 for postage and handling on each.

Facts:

TRACKS

Distribution & Migration

History
Sea turtles go back 100 million
years and are the only ancient sea reptiles to survive
today; the pleiosaurus, ichthyosaurus, and others
disappeared with the dinosaurs.

Sea turtles

mature slowly.
Some, such as the green
turtle, may take 30 years or longer to reach maturity.
It is not known how long sea turtles live in their nat
ural environment, but it is believed that they can reach
a great age if left undisturbed by man.
Age

The majority of sea turtles are found
in tropical and sub-tropical waters. The only temper
ate zone sea turtle is the loggerhead which can be
found in U.S. Coastal waters along the Carolinas and
in Florida, and which also nests in Japan, Australia,
South Africa, and several other areas.
Most species will migrate long distances from their
feeding ground to their nesting ground. The leatherback nests in the tropics but regularly feeds in cold
water areas such as those around Nova Scotia. The
green turtle has been known to navigate for more
than 2,000 miles to return to a nesting area.

Nesting
Description & Size
The LEATHERBACK is the largest
of the sea turtles, commonly weigh
ing between 700 and 1,300 pounds, and
occasionally as much as 1,500 pounds.
The species is torpedo-shaped, has long flippers and
is the only sea turtle with a soft shell.
GREEN TURTLES, so named because of the color of
their fat, weigh about 200-500 pounds and are the
most gentle of all sea turtles. They are natural long
distance swimmers because of their oval shells and
fairly long flippers.
The LOGGERHEADS, aptly named because of their
large heads, have reddish shells and usually weigh
200-350 pounds.

The HAWKSBILL has a small narrow-beaked head
and overlapping carapace scales. The largest hawksbill on record weighed 300 pounds but they common
ly weigh under 100 pounds.
The OLIVE (Pacific) RIDLEY and KEMP’S (Atlantic)
RIDLEY are the smallest of the sea turtles, usually
weighing less than 100 pounds. Viewed from the
front the Kemp’s ridley’s shell is flat, whereas the
olive’s is domed.

The FLATBACK, the only species not yet on the en
dangered list, averages 180 pounds. As its name
implies, the shell is flat and curls up at the sides to
form shallow troughs on each side.

How sea turtles find
their way back to nesting
areas is still a mystery. Many theories have
been proposed but none are proven. During the sea
son it is not unusual for a sea turtle to nest several
times. (For further information on nesting read A
Saga of the Sea).

Sleep & Breathing
Sea turtles are
nocturnal sleepers. The
hatchlings will sleep afloat
at the surface of the water while
some adults will sleep deep under
water and remain for hours without hav
ing to breathe. While active, however, sea tur
tles must stay near the surface to breath every few
minutes.

...... -

Senses

Though apparently severely nearsight
ed on land, the green (and some other species)
have good vision under water. They have color vi
sion and can see ultraviolet light. Sea turtles have
no external ears, but it is evident that the green tur
tle is sensitive to low-frequency sounds. They pos
sess an excellent sense of smell underwater and
most probably in the air as well.

SAGA OF
THE SEA

But as
she drags herself
back toward the
ocean, her giant
shell leaves a telltale
path in the sand. If
she is lucky, she will
plunge back into the
sea before poachers
(who prize her
oil, leather,
—
shell, meat and cartilage)
discover and
slaughter her.

The ponder
ous female sea turtle
cautiously lumbers out
of the ocean and onto
the moonlit beach. For
the past several years she
has been safe in the ocean’s
depths, her enormous size a
deterrent to all predators save
the shark.

Now, on land, she is completely
vulnerable to her only real enemyman. If not captured by
_____
poachers while struggling
to cross the beach, the sea
turtle will dig a hole in the
sand with her hind flippers
and lay more than a hun
dred eggs. While laying, the
turtle sighs and weeps salty
tears which rinse the sand
from her eyes and rid the
body of excess salts. After
wards she will cover her
eggs with sand in an at
tempt to protect them.

And when the morning
sun rises, her tractor-like tracks
widely advertise the location of
of her nest. Now it is
her eggs that are in
danger from poachers
who comb the beach
in search of the vulner
able (and valuable)
nests.

If not discovered during the next
five to six weeks by poachers or by
natural predators such as raccoons or
feral hogs, each embryo grows'from
a mass of cells into fully developed
little sea turtles who use their tem
porary “egg teeth” to scratch a hole
in the thick shell. Once half out of
their shells, the tiny turtles rest for
several days, conserving their ener
gies for the great escape.

Several nights later the two
ounce hatchlings frantically batter
their way to the surface until the
sandy roof caves in, and together
they steer a desperate course direct
ly for the ocean they have never be
fore seen.

It is estimated that only one in
ten thousand eggs survive to become
adult turtles, and, in fact, many of
the newborn turtles are picked off by
natural predators such as ghost
crabs before they ever reach the
water. And once they are swept into
the sea, sharks, bluefish, mackerel
and other species will make a meal
out of the unsuspecting little turtles.

No one knows where the sur
viving young turtles go during the
first year of their life. Scientists call
this the “lost year”. In fact, there is
much about sea turtles that still re
mains a mystery to us. No one
knows how long they live, although
estimates range up to fifty years. It
is believed that turtles develop a
homing instinct to return to the
place of their birth as some fish do
to spawn. But we do not know how
they do it

And we may never know. For
six of the seven species of sea tur
tles are being driven to the very brink
of extinction. It is our last chance to
save these unique, prehistoric crea
tures of the sea from the ignorance
and greed of the newer speciesman.

The ponder
ous female sea turtle
cautiously lumbers out
of the ocean and onto
the moonlit beach. For
the past several years she
has been safe in the ocean’s
depths, her enormous size a
deterrent to all predators save
the shark.

Now, on land, she is completely
vulnerable to her only real enemy—
man. If not captured by
poachers while struggling
to cross the beach, the sea
turtle will dig a hole in the
sand with her hind flippers
and lay more than a hun
dred eggs. While laying, the
turtle sighs and weeps salty
tears which rinse the sand
from her eyes and rid the
body of excess salts. After
wards she will cover her
eggs with sand in an at
tempt to protect them.

And when the morning
sun rises, her tractor-like tracks
widely advertise the location of
of her nest. Now it is
her eggs that are in
danger from poachers
who comb the beach
in search of the vulner
able (and valuable)
nests.

If not discovered during the next
five to six weeks by poachers or by
natural predators such as raccoons or
feral hogs, each embryo grows'from
a mass of cells into fully developed
little sea turtles who use their tem
porary “egg teeth” to scratch a hole
in the thick shell. Once half out of
their shells, the tiny turtles rest for
several days, conserving their ener
gies for the great escape.

Several nights later the two
ounce hatchlings frantically batter
their way to the surface until the
sandy roof caves in, and together
they steer a desperate course direct
ly for the ocean they have never be
fore seen.

It is estimated that only one in
ten thousand eggs survive to become
adult turtles, and, in fact, many of
the newborn turtles are picked off by
natural predators such as ghost
crabs before they ever reach the
water. And once they are swept into
the sea, sharks, bluefish, mackerel
and other species will make a meal
out of the unsuspecting little turtles.

No one knows where the sur
viving young turtles go during the
first year of their life. Scientists call
this the “lost year”. In fact, there is
much about sea turtles that still re
mains a mystery to us. No one
knows how long they live, although
estimates range up to fifty years. It
is believed that turtles develop a
homing instinct to return to the
place of their birth as some fish do

And we may never know. For
six of the seven species of sea tur
tles are being driven to the very brink
of extinction. It is our last chance to
save these unique, prehistoric crea
tures of the sea from the ignorance
and greed of the newer speciesman.

T. George

SAGA OF
THE SEA

But as
she drags herself
back toward the
ocean, her giant
shell leaves a telltale
path in the sand. If
she is lucky, she will
plunge back into the
sea before poachers
(who prize her
oil, leather,
shell, meat and cartilage)
discover and
slaughter her.

[Whether you are a resident or a visitor to the beach, you will be sharing

the beach environment with many creatures, including threatened
md endangered sea turtles. We are providing you with this pub-

lication so that any encounters you may have with sea turtles
will be more enjoyable for both you and the turtles. Some of //
these suggestions may cause a small inconvenience, but they
may also make an important contribution to the continued

survival of these ancient reptiles.

•

•

•

•

•

carcasses or removal of parts of car
casses is illegal under the Endan
gered Species Act.
Return tags to researchers should
you remove them from a carcass.
Otherwise, information which is
valuable for the survival of the
species will be lost.
Notify the proper authorities of the
location of any dead turtle. (Turtles
which have already been reported
are usually marked with a bright
color paint.)
Inform these same authorities of any
tags on the animal.
Write down the numbers, color, type
and location of a tag or tags and
send this information to the return
address on the tag.
Discourage others from taking car
casses or parts of carcasses. Notify
the proper authorities of anyone
_
engaging in any illegal actions.

Last, but not least, we encourage
you to learn more about sea turtles
and become involved in their conserva
tion and protection.

Below, we list the telephone numbers
to call in order to report a stranded
turtle or a violation:

Georgia:

from anywhere in the state:
1-800-342-6630 or 912-264-7218

Maine to Massachusetts:

Florida:

617-742-8830

from anywhere in the state;
1-800432-6404 or contact
your local Florida Marine Patrol

Rhode Island:

401-792-2372
Connecticut:

* Alabama:

203-453-3151

205-861-2141

New York:

Mississippi:

212-356-3444

601-688-3288

New Jersey:

Louisiana:

609-348-5018

504-394-6101

Delaware to Virginia:

Texas:

804-642-2111

512-937-2621

North Carolina:

from anywhere in the state:
1-800-662-7137
from the Pea Island National
Wildlife Refuge area:
987-2394
from the Cape Hatteras area:
473-2111
from the Cape Lookout area:
728-2121
South Carolina:

from anywhere in the state:
1-800-922-5431
from the Myrtle Beach area:
248-6013
from the Georgetown area:
546-8523
from the Charleston area:
795-6350
from the Edisto Beach area:
844-2952
from the Beaufort or Hilton Head area:
524-9190

More copies of this factsheet are
available from Beach Brochure,
Center for Environmental Education,

624 9th Street, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20001

Whether you are a resident or a visitor to the beach, you will be sharing
the beach environment with many creatures, including threatened

and endangered sea turtles. We are providing you with this pub

lication so that any encounters you may have with sea turtles
will be more enjoyable for both you and the turtles. Some of
these suggestions may cause a small inconvenience, but they

may also make an important contribution to the continued

survival of these ancient reptiles.

Nesting Turtles

*

The loggerhead sea turtle comes
ashore to nest from Florida to North
Carolina. The endangered green and
leatherback turtles nest on the east
coast of Florida. The shell of adult
green and loggerhead turtles is about
three feet long. These turtles may
weigh over 300 pounds. Adult leatherback turtles may be twice as big.
The female turtle comes ashore at
night to lay her eggs in the sand. She
will lay about 120 white, leathery,
spherical eggs and then cover the nest
with sand. The same turtle may return
at approximately 14-day intervals to
lay several nests between early May
and late August.
In order to avoid disrupting the
nesting of sea turtles, we suggest the
following:

• Avoid disturbing a turtle that is
crawling to or from the ocean.
• Avoid crowding around a sea turtle
or trying to ride her.
• Avoid shining fights in her eyes or
snapping flash photos.
• Avoid other nighttime activities
which might disturb sea turtles
coming ashore.
• Sit quietly in the dark, at a
distance, to watch her nest.
• Discourage others from harassing
any sea turtle.
• Contact the proper authorities if
anyone does harass a sea turtle.

The Nests
Sea turtle eggs must remain undis
turbed in the warm sand for about 60
days before they hatch. When the eggs
hatch, the hatchlings remain in the
nest for several days to absorb their

yolk sacs. Many eggs are eaten by
predators,, taken by poachers or lost to
erosion before they can hatch. Although
female sea turtles lay thousands of
eggs each summer, very few hatchlings
may survive to adulthood.
In order to insure the hatching of as
many eggs as possible, we suggest the
following:

• Keep clear of all sea turtle nests.
Disturb the sand anywhere you
wish except near a turtle nest. It is
illegal to disturb a nest.
• Avoid walking or riding ORV’s (off
road vehicles) in areas which are
posted as nesting areas. You may
step on or drive over a nest and
crush the eggs.
• Put litter in trash cans or take it
home for disposal. Heavy equipment
is used to clean up litter on the
beach; this crushes the eggs and
hatchlings.
• Cooperate with researchers and
managers by not disturbing markers
or protective screening over nests.
Such nests are being studied and
protected.
• Contact the proper authorities if you
see anyone disturbing a nest.

The Hatchlings
Hatchlings dig their way out of a
nest in a united effort and usually
emerge at night. They then make their
way down the beach and enter the
surf. Some researchers believe that
their crawl to the sea is important to
find their proper course in swimming
out to sea. Other researchers believe
that the hatchlings orient into the
waves only when they reach the sea.
Nonetheless, the race of the hatchlings
from their nest to the sea is crucial.

Lights near beaches will cause hatch
lings to become disoriented and wander
away from the sea.
In order to insure that hatchlings do
complete this important first step of
their journey, we suggest the following:
• Avoid using bright spotlights which
shine directly onto a beach since
these lights may disorient hatch
lings. Security lighting can be
screened by vegetation to help avoid
this problem.
• Avoid driving vehicles up in the
dune area where tires will form
deep ruts. Hatchlings can become
trapped and crawl along in such
ruts instead of, crawling to the sea.
• Allow hatchlings to make their way
to the sea, if you should encounter
them on the beach. Keeping hatch
lings is illegal.
• Report hatchlings which have
wandered away from the ocean to
the proper authorities. Your
assistance may be requested in
aiding these hatchlings.

■^Turtle Carcasses
Many kinds of accidents befall sea
turtles when they enter Gulf of Mexico
and Atlantic coastal waters. Some are
caught on fishing lines. Others are hit
by boat propellers. Still others are
caught and die in commercial fishing
nets, and others die of natural causes.
Information gained from the study of
such dead turtles may be important in
developing ways of preventing future
mortality.
You may help in expanding our
understanding of sea turtle mortality
by doing the following:
• Leave any sea turtle carcasses you
may find undisturbed. Moving of

