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lot of players like Barron

_ | were dismissed because, in effect,
ey transitional figures
for a route out of what

. | Coltrane and Coleman, they were
undervalued by proponents of the
new music. It's only in the last few

years, for instance, as Impulse has
reissued Sun Ra's Saturn catalog,
that any attention has been paid
John Gilmore, Pat Patrick, anc
Hobart Dotson.

During the "60s, Barron recorded
a series of albums, most of them
with the brilliant and equally in-

Savoy, he expanded the harmonic
boundaries by notating ‘“‘open”
thirds, so that the improvisor could
go major or minor at will. This was
in '62. Several years later, Miles
Davis did something very similar
in “‘Petits Machins."" Barron's
tenor style is characterized by
freedom of pitch, long sinuous
phrases that hop the registers with
eccentric unpredictability, and an
inquisitive  attitude  towards

chords. Rather than completely | more

abandoning changes, he looks for
the odd note, the new twist on an
old progression.

He played well at the concert
last week, though the milieu was
more appropriate to Buddy De-
Franco and Eddie Jefferson, who
excelled in what was basically a
bop context. With excellent
suppoit from Charlie Persip and
Chris White, he used his jagged
lines to push through the veil of
familiar chords. His playing sug-
gested the cautious but serious
rethinking that will be necessary tc |
properly evaluate the evolution of
the new music. Barron and others |
like him are too vital to get lost in
the roseate twilight of the Buddy
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~Highlights in Jazz'" concert at
NYU's Loeb Student Center was
1 billed as "' Birdland Revisited.”" the
spirit evoked was less that of the
~:+1 late, lamented Broadway nightclub
= where bebop used to thrive than
o< that of the old Jazz at the
' Phifharmnic concerts and their
“= varnous imitations.
z In fact, lawyer Jack Kleinsinger,
* who  produces the monthly
= ""Highlights'' shows, is the only
: promoter in town who consistently
- utilizes the formula Norman Granz
. used to use for the JATP concerts:
= throwing together a bunch of com-
= patible musicians who don't
normally play together and letting
them stretch out on staples from
he jazz repertoire. Such a formula
242 is obviously haphazard, but given
7~ the spontaneous nature of jazz it's
a formula that produces intriguing
: resulis frequently and bnlliant re-
coes sults occasionally.
“ Nothing that happened at last
= week's Concert could be classified
*t as brilliant, and there wre some de-
+ cided lulls in the proceedings, but
1 there were good feclings, aa excep-
#11 tionally strong rhythm Section and
7+ enough improvisatory high points
45 to make the evening worthwhile.
v+ Things got off 1o an unpromising
_g start. Drummer Charlie Persip was
+; late showing up, Kleinsinger gave
©*4 an introductory rap that was pon-
<+ derous even by his own long-
' winded standards, and the opening
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bit coyly, was George Shearing's
”@Jullaby of Birdland”—began
with the seven musicians playing in
at least three different kKeys
simultaneously. Once that 2ot
straightened out, the first two aum-
bers (the other was Denzil Best's
“"Wee'') turned out to be not only
cohesive but downright meliow

with vibrant solos from all hands.

especially baritone saxophonist
Cecil Payne and pianist Billy
Taylor.

The music blew hot and cold the
rest of the way. Howard McGhee.
one of the most lyrical trumpeters
lo emerge from the bebop era.
played during the first half of the
concert with a subdued fire re-
miniscent of the mid-50s Miles
Davis. But by the second half. the
fire had gone out, and his feature
number, the bossa nova ‘‘Once |
Loved,” sputtered and faltered and
never got anywhere,

The rhythm section of Taylor,
the brash and busy Persip, and
bassist Chris White did what a jam-
session rhythm section has to do:
hold things together in the best and
worst moments without getting
tired and without letting the
soloists get tired. Taylor's solos
were as buoyant and spicy as the
gifted but uneven pianist ever gets,
although his feature spots—an
almost dirgelike solo version of
*Take the A Train'’ and a spnghtly
“What Is This Thing Called Lov-
¢7"’—had moments of the glibness
and ostentation that somelimes
makes Taylor's work virtoally un-

number—which , appropriately if 4 listenable .

Eddie Jefferson, the first person
10 put lyrics (0 jazz musicians’ re-
corded solos (am art refined by
Lambert, Hendricks and Ross and
recently bludgeoned to death by
the Pomnter Sisters), was his usual
ebullient self, although on his first
few numbers he fought an uphall

battle  against

microphone. And two reedmen not
My heard in these parts pro-
vided some of the concert’s best

DO Me Nts.

OUne was Buddy DeFranco—a

a defective
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