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LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON 

Lift every voice an d. sing, Till earth and heaven ring. 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea, 
Sing a song; full of the faith that the dark past has 

taught us; 
Sing a song; full of the hope that the present has 

brought us; 
Facing the rising sun; of our new day begun, • 
Le:t us march on till victory is_ won. 

Stony the road we trod, bitter, the chastening rod; 
Felt in the days when hope unborn has died; 
Yet with a steady beat, have n ·:>t our weary feet, 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have ccme; over the way that with tears have 

been watered. 
We have come; tread\ng our path through the bloJd 

of slaughtered. 
Out of the gloomy pa3t, till now we stand at last; 
Where the white gleam, of our bright star is cast. 

G:>d of our weary yea:s~ G.)d of o·.1r silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on our way, 
Thou who has by thy_ might, led us into the light; 
Keep us forever in the path we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the plac~s our GJd where we 

met Thee. 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the wo:ld we 

forget Thee. 
Ehadcw(d beneath thy hand, rnay we forever st.:.nd, 
T J.·ue to our God. True to our n .tive land. 



Born in op1in Missouri, February 1, 190 
has been described often by literary critics as 'a poet of the 
present generation who interprets first of all life itself". He 
writes with a depth of understanding and range of knowledge 
which transcend the barriers of race. His books have been 
translated into French, Italian, Spanish, Swedish, Chinese, 
and other languages abroad. He has written for radio, motion 
pictures, Broadway revues, and for such concert artists as 
Marion Anderson, Lawrence Tibbett and Muriel Rahn. 

A former visiting professor in Creative Writing at At­
lanta University, and author of 14 Simple Takes a Wife'' and ­
"Famous American Negroes" publish ed this year, we are 
happy to welcome Mr. Langston Hughes to our campus at 
this time. 



PROGRAM 

Music- "Lift Every Voice and Sing" .. . ..... Audience 

Solo- "The Negro Speaks of Rivers" . . ...... . . Bonds 
Soloist, Estella Mathews 

Words by Langston Hughes 

LANGSTON HUGHES 

Choir Group- " As I Go" ... . . . . .. . ... ........ Huntley 
Soloist, Christine Morris 

Intermission 

Solo--"At the Feet of Jesus" . .. ... _ ... . . . Hall Johnson 
Soloist, Estella Mathews 

\XJords by Langston Hughes 

LANGSTON HUGHES 

REMARKS 
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PATRONS 

Miss Naomie Bell 
Mrs. Mary I. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Brown 
Dr. & Mrs. Hal ey Carstens 
Reverend J. W. Col<::, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. E. A. Davis 
Mr. H. W. Davis 
Mr. Al. Dunmore 
Mr. & Mrs. H ·onier M. Fair'ly 
Miss Mary Louise Farris 
Mr. Edward G. Flathers 
Mrs. Alta I. Greene 
Mrs. Josie B. Greer 
Sg-t. William Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Willie Harris 
Ylrs. Melissa Heard 
Ylr. Joe Higdon 
Mr. J. Kilbourne Hyde 
Mrs. Austina Jackson & 

Famlly 
Miss Josephine Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben King 
Reverend Ray Koonce 
Mother Dorothy Littejohn 
Mr. James A . .Martin 
MacDonald Drug Store 
Dr. John Maguire 
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Mrs. S_arah G. Me White 
Mr. James S. Miller 
Dr. & Mrs. Otis Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. BradleY- <:t. M.oore 

. Mr. & Mrs. Richard Murray 
Mrs. Betty Nelson 
Mr. & Mrs. Ch~-,:les Parson 
Pres. & Mrs. R .W. Puryear 
Dean & Mrs. Charles E. Price 
Mr. Robert H. Saunders 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Smith 
Miss Alice Smith 
Mr. James C. -Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith 
Mrs. Sarah Smith 
Reverend & Mrs. Storrs Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. L. J. Thomas 
Mr. Mathew Thomas 
Mrs. Willie L. Thomas 
Mr. Joseph H. Thompson 
Mrs. Grace Seeley Vinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Wallace 
Mr. & Mrs. J. 'f. Wallace 
Mr. Frank T. Wilson Jr. 
Rev. & Mrs. R. H. Wilson 
Reverend N. Zanders 



COMING EVENTS 

Religious Emphasis Week ............ . .. March 21-26 

Found,r's Day .. . . ........ . ........ . ... . . . .... April 24 
I 

May Day ...... . . . ... ... . .... ................. May 1 

Spring Recital-(College Choir) ....... . ..... May 14 

Baccalaureate Service ............ May 23 

Commencement . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ..... May 24 

Summer School (Openning Date) ............ June 14 



SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS 

Student Christian Union 

President ... . ............... . ..... James Dupree 

Young Wo:nen's Christian Association 

President ...................... Fannie Ashwood 

Young Men's Christian A-;sociation 

President ................ . . James Calvin Smith 

ORG :\.NIZA TION SPONSORS 

Mrs. Alta I. Green - Mrs. H~len P. Storrs 

Mrs. Odessa Brown -- Mr. J. Thomas Wallace 

Reverend Walter L. Storrs, Jr. 
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