In association
w:th N"f[ Program Bbard

8:00p.m.
Thursday,
December 15th

Cohn

Loot Sims
Milt Hmton

Barry Harris

immy Raney
joe Wilder
Pepper Adams

Mousey Alexander
and guest of honor:

Al Cohn

Tickets: $5.50; Scudents $4.50 566 LaGuardia PL at Wash. Sq. 50.  Tickets at box office or by mall order

Student Baicony: $3.00 Telephone: 5983757 Highlights n jazz. 7 Peter Cooper Rd.
New York . NY. 10010
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Pholo by Mitchell Seidel

Tomorrow night at 8:00 p.m., Highlights in Jazz honors saxophonist Al Cohn
(left). He is shown here with his long-time friend and musical acquaintance Zool
Sims, who will also be in attendance.

Cohn and Sims at the concert will be joined by other jazz veterans. As 1s
customary with Highlights in Jazz concerts, there will also be *‘surprise’ guests.

Past unannounced guests have included Eubie Blake, Earl Hines, Dizzy Gillespie,
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Another in the series of Jack
Kleinsinger's Highlights in Jazz
bouquets 10 the living was the
December 15th “*Salute 1o Al Cohn,”
certainly one of the musicians most
worthy of a cap-tipping. Obwviously a
lot of people agreed because the
auditorium at New York University's
Loeb Student Center was filled 10
capacity.

The formar of the *‘salutes’” is a cast
of top musicians who have been
associated with the man-of-the hour
during his career. As good as they
usually are, you are left wanting more
of the main protagomst, especially
when s0 much ume is consumed by
host Kleinsinger's announcements,
This stage-hogging is taken for granted
by the Highlights in Jazz regulars who
accept it with an understanding shrug
and concentrate on the good music
programmed by their host.

The mausical salvo for Cohn was no
exception. There should have been
more of Al. He was in the consistently
fine form he has shown over the past
several years since taking some time
from his ever busy writing schedule to
concentrate more on blowing than he
had in the first half of the "70s.

The evening opened with a jam on
What Is This Thing Called Love? with
Zoot Sims; Marky Markowitz on trum-
pet; Barry Harris, piano; Milt Hinton,
bass; and Mousey Alexander, drums.
It was the kind of swing-bop fusion
one heard at the sessions of the mid-
1940s brought up to the "70s.

Sims and Markowitz’s connection
with Cohn goes back to the Woody
Herman band of the late "d#0s. Sims’
deserved fame is worldwide; Marky
has been a lifelong sideman whose solo
abilities have been lluminated recently
in some recordings with various groups
for Harry Lim's Famous Door label.
He has the powerful chops of a lead
man and can play up high with power.
He obviously likes Roy Eldndge and
also shows traces of the late Sonny
Berman, his old Herman section-mate

Hinton and Alexander wasn't com-
pletely compatible but it got the job
done. What Is This Thing was followed
by a spirited Grooevin' High and then
the horns and Harns departed to be
replaced by another ex-Heérmanite,
guitanst Jimmy Raney. He started off
How Abour You on the other side of
the stage from his bass and drum
partners, but by the end of the number
had moved in closer and, properly
warmed up. Nnished with kind of a
free-form flourish.

Ranev's long-lined brilliance came
through on Just Friends despite an
inferior instrument with a staticky
sound. (His own guitar had malfunc-
tioned the previous night after his
arrival from Louisville, and he had 1o
borrow one from an acquaintance.)
Jimmy is one of the true guitar arusts.
It would have been nice to hear him In
tandem with Cohn on Tain't No Use
or a standard if thev didn't have time
to run down one of Al's oldies.

The next grouping included baritone
saxophonist Pepper Adams (on s
own now after many vears of yeoman
service with the Thad Jones-Mel Lews
orchestra) and the seldom-heard Joe
Wilder on trumpet with Harns, Hinton
and Harris' usual side-kick, drummer
Lerov Williams. Wilder's precise
plunger work sparkled on /n a
Meilotone and Pepper sounded good

. what you could hear of him. He

was too far from the mike and that

took away from the impact of his big,

putsy sound. Williams got in some nice

solo licks during the chase choruses
with the horns at the tail-end of the

tune.
One of the concert's outstanding

segments was the ballad mediey,
Harris, marvelous throughout, played
a Body and Soul that blended the
song's inherent, evergreen charac-
teristics with his own acute sense of
harmony and dynamics.

After Adams moved My Jdeal
through the convolutions of his brain
and the tubing of his horn, Wilder did
a lovely That's All, with Harmon

= a8 Y

- : o i i -"f_!--'-l'.l-
-'l!-1-.1I'II'FF-rlrllill'lfllf"lf"'*f'*'t
ri||.l-lrr||-lltlllrl'tirf!rl.

hear him every year at Dick Gibson's
Colorado Jazz Party but he doesn’t get
jazz gigs in New York, only studio
work. A lot of people at Loeb were
probably hearing him for the first time
and all were properly impressed.

The second half of the concert
opened with Cohn's wile, Flo Cohn
(professionally known as Flo Handy),
backed by Harns, Hinton and
Alexander in ['m Beginning to See the-
Light. Flo, who does most of her
singing in Pocono Mountains’ night
spots these days, accompanyving herself
on piano, was a standup singer this
night. She's definnely a jazz singer
with her own approach to a lync, with
a bent note, horn-like approach, and a
strong beat. She was a bit tentative ai
first on Ligh! but warmed as she went.
The followup was an extremely per-
sonal treatment of the old standard,
Honey, sung with genuine feeling as
she beamed it at her man sitting front
row center. It was very touching. Too
bad Al did not get a chance to ac-
company her sometume during Lthe
concert.

The man of the hour finally reached
the stage, opening with a number that
he has really stamped as his own——
America the Beautiful, bossa novaed
to fine turn, Then he and Zool — &
tandem as right as salami and eggs —
heated up Fast, a Cohn line on Exactly
Like You and closed with Morning
Fun, the blues line they wrote and
alwavs use as a sign-off. Sims did his
most inspired playing at the concert in
this set with his long-time buddy.

Wilder, on fluegel, Markowitz and
Raney then joined the tenor twosome
for J.J. Johnson's blues Wee Dol. The
crowd wanted an encore and Perdido
was the answer with excellent fluegel
by Wilder and some more strong
Cohn. For the out chorus they used
Benny Harris' line on Perdio— Wahoo.

Considering all the elements at the
producer’s disposal, it could have been
a better concert. But this is not 1o say
that in the main, 1t was not enjovable—
more of Cohn, however, would have
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