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ack Kielnsinger's Highlights In Jazz is presenting a  Tribute 1o E.Y. Yarburg
of “April In Paris.” "Over The Rainbow” and countiess other famous song |
NYL)'s Loab student certer Jackle Caln and Roy Kral will headline with Gene Bertoncini

John Bunch and Don Elliot
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BRI Kieinsinger, in cooperation with | oo Student Center, 566 | aGuardia §
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Moaxine Sullivan

A Standout!

Bv Ed Watkins

As If being a sensation on
Broadway in ““My Old Frien-
ds*’ isn’'t enough, Maxine
Sullivan was the icing on the
cake at the "'Yip'' Harburg
tribute presented by Jack
Klemsinger and ‘‘Highlights in
Jazz.'" Her maitchless voice
and charm were beautifully
displayed in four Harburg
numbers, ‘‘Moanin’ in the
Morning,'’ "*"What Is There to
Say?'', “‘Brother, Can You
Spare a Dime?"’ and, ol cour-
se. that classic ““There's Only
a Paper Moon."" She was the
climax of the eveming and
received a standing ovauaon
from the sold-out NYU house.

“Paper Moon ' 1n an In-
strumental version was also
the lead-off number of the
concert with a quintet of fine
musicians domng a Harburg
medley. Oulslanding were
John Bunch on Piano (a haun-
ting solo, “‘I'm Yours™'), Gene
“ertoncini on guitar (“"How
Are Things 1n Glocca
Morra?'' never sounded
lovelier) and Don Elhott on
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Maxine Suilivan |
vibes and mellophone (con- This wife-husband team 5
tributing a vocal as well on the perenmally young and, with
dandy *“Fun To Be Fooled'"). Jackie vocalizing and Roy on
Those delightful per- piano plus occasional vocal,
formers, Jackie Cain and Roy they completely charmed ihe
Kral, were next on the bill. celebrity-studded audience
R ———

(and this histener) with more
than hall -4 Jozen Harburg
RCIMS

[he ““surprise guest'’ of the
evening was none other than
George Sheaning, whose
“April in Pans'’ tnibule was
pramsiig hecaven

Ihefcame on the great man
himself, E.Y. (Yip) Harburg,
who has written some of the
truly great lynics of our ume
with a host ol famous com-
posers. No mean crowd-
pleaser himself, Yip was willy
and vigorous in his remarks
and vocal excerpts from ““The
Wizard of 0z,"" "'Finian's
Rainbow’' and the Marx
Brothers classic *"At The Cir-
cus”’ (and we got the unex-
purgated version of “‘Lydia
the Tatooed Lady,'' that
hilarious song Groucho made
famous). Yip's gift for social
comment was humorously
evident in "*The Monkey in the
Mango Tree,”" warmth and
poignancy came across in the
touching words he set Lo the
““Barcarolle,”” and mosl
welcome was his repeat of a
foot-tapping number Jackie
and Roy had done, *'l Like the
Likes of You.”’

The cheering crowd made it
clear that o definitely hiked the
likes of the ¥l-year-young Yip
Harburg.  This was certainly

. one of the best “*Highlights in

Jazz’’ concerts n recent
memory and a wonderful
salute to a marvelously talen-
ted man.
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A stirting tribute
toE. Y. Harburg
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X Brother, Can You Spare A
X Dime ! was wrillen with Jay

M Gorney in 1930 Probably Mr.
M8 Harburg's best known SONg, It

Instrumental verions of lyrically | _
B hecame the unofficial musical theme

important songs can distort the Xy _
M original idea of the song and make  ¥§ of the Depression years and was
mcluded 1n a revival ol the movie

YOO vou forget what it was you were 11:::
B M Americana. Maxine Sullivan,
2N currently appearing on Broadway.

non or concept. | was skeptical &y

: Ms Sullivan held the cards

4 vocally, as well as the most arresting
version of ' Paper Moon " (There
were three others.) She was
completely al €ase with the
musicians and with the matenal, and
conveved bounce and/or a quict
intensity to the histeners

BN caught by initially, perhaps a phrase. Mr. Harburg was most amusing,
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g su
X of the **Jazz Portraitof E.Y.

e Harburg” presented by Jack

f his
“Highlights of Jazz
0 g Siudent Center at New York
Limiversity until Mr. Kleinsinger,
uctory raps tend to be

full of praise for the arusts of the

B evening and somewhal
congratulatory, explained that the
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ntal pieces would be 50

The instrumental segment that

]
i
4 1 0
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and a singer of great ballads for
~aver five decades,’ gave a low-
keved but scintillating reading and

o won a large ovauon for herself and

the lyricist

Ms Sullivan and the vocal-piano
duo of Jackie Cain and Roy Kral
were the announced singers of the
evening. Both Ms. Sullivan and
Jackie and Roy appear inf requently

l at well known jazz boites that are

generally 100 expensive or 0o

o exclusive for younger jazz buffs and

for some members of the press.

| thoroughly entertaining both (O
himself and to the audience
Accompanied by his long-time

R pianist Martin Henney. Mr
(L - 2
B Harburg's sense of humor was

mnstantly apparent. | 've always
equated tribules with beloved
previews to an obituary.’” he said
“But this one has given me a second

W wind!' He credited his many
collaborators and his wife of S0

R years, ““who sharcs my bed and my

Thesaurus.”

¥ Calling the Tin Man. Straw man

o and Cowardly Lion from Wizard of
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Wd_'_lhc program was well played ¥ Oz his alter egos, Mr. Harburg gave a
B8 by a well-versed quintel led by Don 2 1ouching performance of “1f | Only
! Elliott on vibraharp and mellophone. of these performers was especially ¥ Had Heart (Brain, Nerve) " He
Mot later taking up a French welcome. tackled difficult songs like ““When
n. sight-read “It's Fun To Be Pianist George Shearing madc a [‘'m Not Near the Girl | | ove” (from
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Cool,”" having a rare ime SINgINg on surprise appearance Mr Sheanng, Finlan's Rainbow) and **Monkey in N
Ry ’ml,ﬁ be par for jazz that the best tribute he could give “veyou know" and “like” N
performers who are more committed represent a lack of, rather than an
Just A Thhhg Called Joe,™ first sung X censor, Breen, i
h:nprnvisali-nn-nnented than most aay own best lyrmﬁeﬁanﬂ for H
singers, and they may have felt self- XX someone who has had 1o Ve Wi

Pianist John Bunch. who has § especially Mr. Harburg's He gavea how he wrote **1 Like the Likes Of
B8 worked with Tony Bennett and other Wy €Rarm ng BEECACs 0 presentation of W You " from the ciegfeld Follies AR
QO major song stylists. did a mediey of - g April in Paris,™ diving into the BN (1941) He prefaced the latter by AR
e es without announcing titles. ¥ melody with elegance after saying WX aving that catch words such as 1 St
' K mean. LA
performers w er . was simply to play the song. 0
R M music than to getling expression of, communication &
the lyrica . Somewhat dated B CThE ;13:1 rea;zmlfsii-blé:_ for ;ﬁing
Jackie and Roy's set included a XN Groucho Marx s ~"Lydia. (1€
| - 9 | W Tattooed Lady ™ from Hollywood s
slightly dry version of *"Happiness Is 1936, said he did it
i ke N by marrying Lydia off in the [inal
b&;ﬁ‘??{:ﬁ:&gﬁn’lﬂm Cabinin N 1 orus. Mr. Harburg's witty, socially
Sky. round the  [NAN L g |
Block' w M aware and vivacious attitude and
ock " was cleverly done. if S cerainty worthy of h
somewhat dated. The duoismore XA delivery was certainly worthy OF i3
conscious about sitting on their NN the lyrics for so many years. ShOws
instincts 1o expand their vocal R you how relevant go0d seasoning 1s.
dimensions. They had. 1t seems, & | AV
agreed 1o concentrate on putling
glaimisTs i d T
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