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JAZZ FROM JUNE
BY JUNE PEIKON

Boyish Jack Kleinsinger is the best kind of jazzfan—he lnw;::-a
the music and makes it available to all ol us so w:+ can love it
right along with him. At his “Highlights In Jazz’ series, pre-
cented in association with NYU, Jack is thoroughly \i"ISIhIE"
thoroughly enjoying the event. When he's not making a::-
nouncements onstage (selling T-shirts and telling us that he's
teaching an eight-week course in Jazz Studies at I:JYU}, a_nd
running up and down the aisles greeting people, he’s standing

on the sidelines swaying to the music. .
During the recent “Bobby Hackett Memorial Concert,” the

line-up of talent was dazzling: Jimmy McPartland [grry Weiss,
Vie Dickenson. George Masso, Dick Sudhalter, Phil Bodnf-r,
Major Holley, Norman Simmons, Jackie Williams, and .rrpemal
guest, son Ernie Hackett (looking like a bearded version of
his beloved dad). It gave us a lift to see the line wailing Lo gel
into the NYU Loeb Student Center (La Guardia Place al
Washington Square South). The audience itsell was interesting,
involved and talented. We spotted Panama Francis, Rio Cle-
 mente, Millie Simone, Betty Comora, Barbara Dreiwitz, and
Helen Humes (who happily joined the band in the second por-
tion of the program).
~ “QOff to one of our chaotic starts,” Jack quipped, and then

-_-I:'”  showed a 1938 film clip of Bobby Hackett playing with
"~ George Brunis, Pee Wee Russell, and Eddie Condon, and later,
e T, Frw with a very young Bob Wilber (adorable in a crew-

. Introduced as a “perennial winner,” it was a special treat

" {o hear Phil Bodner's clarinet (and to see his gorgeous wife and
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¢ cometist, “All the notes you play fit!”
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‘him on in the audience). In addition to his ex-

| r Holley regaled us with some warm, per-
i remarks about his experiences with Bobby Hackett. He

the “Highlights” was our own Larry Weiss,
ul sound that was Bobby Hackett's.

VOLUME SEVEN
NUMBER SIX

Page Thirteen

| ; AITY Wi erily lell
We closed our eyes when Larry was playing, and eerily

that the late comelist was onstage. |

A discordant nole (nol musically speaking) was our arriving
an hour early to insure up-front seals, only Lo be confronted
by aboul a dozen roped-off “‘reserved’” rows. \.'L. nat a turn-
off! We can understand reserving a couple of choice seats for
Jack’s charming parents (we love to chal with them at all
musical events). but otherwise, a lirst<come first seated policy
appears Lo be more agreeable.

The next “Highlights In Jazz” is scheduled for June 21st,
and tickels are available at the NYU Loeb Studenl Center. If
you attend you'll probably have a [ine time.
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