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How o Not Stuff 2 Jazz Classi

WEATHER BIRD

By Gary Giddins

The movement to recreate or recapture
classic jazz was launched six vears ago by
the New York Jazz Repertory Company
and the National Jazz Ensemble, but the
jazz past continues to frustrate its most |
reverent interpreters. Sincerity is not |
authenticity, and the laborious exercises |
that so often pass for rendition are usually
a kind of taxidermy. It requires a valorous |
internalization of the old styles, or at least |
the realization that interpretation is an
act of the imagination, to knock the stuf- |
fing out those varnished monuments. Jazz
repertory 1s 1n its infancy, and its occa-
sional successes notwithstanding, is not
vet the respectable part of jazz discipline
it will eventually become. Happily, there
are veterans among us willing to provide

cues and directions. - '

Panama Francis iptroduced his Savoy
Sultans at one of the habitually under-
attended NYJRC concerts in 1974: he in-
vited members of the audience to dance on
stage, and spurred them with a rhythmic |
swagger that reasserted his stature as a
swing drummer with few living rivals—
perhaps only Gus Johnson, Buddy Rich.
and, when the stars are in proper conjunc- |
tion, Jo Jones. The Sultans never took off
here, but in Europe the response was im- |
mediate and enthusiastic. The band was |
the hit of the Nice festival. and its first |
album (on Black and Blue) won France's

(,;rn‘nd trix du Disque and came in third
in England’s Jazz Journal poll. Inner City.

which owns Americane«distribution rights
to the Black and Blue label. has vet to
make it available, but that may cha;lge as
a result of Francis's performance at High-
lights in Jazz a few weeks ago and his

lorthcoming engagement at the Rainbow
29.
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@ contemporary repertory
" i the leadership of Al Cooper,

u'giﬁd nine-piece unit was the house
S0 bqhd at the Savoy Ballroom from 1937
B until 1946. Several of its 28 recorded sides
B for Decca are excellent, but they are over-

{ whelmed by the band’s mythology: Dizzy
B Gillespie called it “‘the swingingest band
f,.'_ﬂlat ever was, and some top orchestra
B8 leaders reportedly declined to follow the
Sultans on the bandstand. It was chiefly a
gt jump band (the Sultans coined the term),
N specializing in riff-laden tunes that im-
e pressed dancers and listeners alike. The
i Swing Era—when congregations of reeds
# and brass cajoled each other in im-
passioned hallelujahs to rock the jit-
terbugs—encouraged rhythmic competi-
tion, and the “home of happy feet” ob-
viously demanded a house band that could
traverse swing's cutting edge. Yet it also
had some fine if little-known soloists—
especially Rudy Williams, the swing

~ altoist who completely adopted the bop
idiom after hearing Charlie Parker, and

~ Sam Mnmnberg. a trumpeter who isn't
g listed in any jazz reference work and ap-
i parently never recorded again. Younger
g8 musicians looked up to them —Dexter
N Gﬂlﬂﬂn s “Long Tall Dexter,” for exam-
| , 18 practically a bebopped version of

Bultana’ “Little Sally Water.”

The soloists were subordinated to the

! collective power of the small ensemble,
| with the paradoxical result that the terse
impmvhnnnm, craftily springing from the
lmnpments, showed the players off to
- the best possible advantage. The same is

true of Panama Francis’s edition, where
| the solos alternately relieve and intensify

{ the tension generated by the ensemble.
The outstanding soloist is George Kelly, a

B driving, ﬂl’m-hlmded tenor saxophonist
‘lﬁ the Hawkins tradition, who
i gave ﬁm his first job in 1934 (they
8 were 19 and 16 respectively), joined the
Mm in the '40s, and recently returned
ﬁ’m playing at the West End Cafe

ng 1&1 years as the pianist and
he Canadian 1ok Spots.
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Another find is Irvin Stokes, a fluent
trumpeter with a penchant for bop licks
that contrasts nicely with Franc Wil-
liams's mainstream vocalizations. A some-
what analogous contrast exist between the
two altoists, Norris Turney and Howard
Johnson, with the older and less consistent
Johnson essaying the riskier licks. Yet
their solos wouldn’t be tuned nearly so
taut if the rhythm section—pianist Red
Richard, guitarist John Smith, bassist Bill
Pemberton, and Francis—wasn't a pre-
cision machine, |

For Francis, the project is obviously an
act of love, a chance to play the music of
his heart—he apprenticed at the Savoy—
after a lifetime i1 the studios. He's never
sounded better, and never—insofar as re-

vl
R T

cords tell the story—swung with more |

dashing certitude. Although the Sultans
provide him with a conceptual basis for his
potent concert-dance band, the repertoire
ranges with some diversity, “Gettin’ in the
Groove” and *“‘Norfolk Ferry” bear the
Sultans imprimatur though the latter
came from Erskine Hawkins, while “Ship-
yard Social Funection” originated as a Tab
Smith arrangement for Lucky Millinder;
“Clap Hands Here Comes Charlie” (with
a storming solo by Kelly, paced and jolted |}
by Francis) comes from Chick Webb,
“Moten’s Swing'' from Bennie Moten, and
“Girl Talk,” a relatively recent Neal Hefti

piece, from Count Basie. Francis started §

the set on a doubly old-fashioned note: the |
tune was
procedure allowed one soloist at a time to

attain the stage and play a chorus before

the ensemble whacked the theme home.
When a swing band is on course, there is
no mistaking its momentum.

The Highlights in Jazz concert was a
salute to Roy Eldridge, who, coincidental-
ly, gave Francis his moniker and first
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| recording date. Wh{:‘ﬂ K Idndge finally got
to the stage, the Sultans had additional
| opportunity to display spontaneity in fash-
ioning head arrangements for the trum-
peter. The reunion was ripe with the kind
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though each note could reverse time and
settle the participants back into the hal-
cyon days when they ruled the world. Few
musicians always give 100 percent;
Eldridge always gives 150 percent. I
Can’t Get Started” was superb jazz reper-

through familiar territory by his erstwhile
drummer, and riffing section men who
know how to breathe as one. On Eldridge’s

and obbligato when appropriate. They all
soloed on “‘Kidney Stew,”’
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of emotion that makes everyone play as Joo000

tory—a great jazzman accompanied &

subsequent numbers, Dick Katz replaced
Richards at the piano, but the hornmen 3%
stayed on stage to provide organ chords g

Franc Williams &%

playing in the Eldridge style, after whj¢,41 -.:"

Eldridge and Katz, reluctant to go home,
plaved a 90-second duet of whimpered
blasts and scattershot chords that |

“Song of the Islands,” and the |

sounded like Lester Bowie and Muhal |
ltIlti; i 1{::

i
P o k) coedd ﬁut

Richard Abrams. At 68, Eldridge is still a
Lerror.
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SALUTE TO ROY ELDRIDGE

Little Jazz has finally consented to make the trip

downtown, something he may never do again if he has

amthmh to say about it. Another reason not to miss this

one s Panama Francis's Savoy Sultans. Not to mention

Clark Terry and Maxine Sullivan. Dec. 20 at 8. 566
LaGdardia Pl. (Giddins)
Loeb Student tenter
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| Clark Terry, Maxine Sullivan,
R Panama Francis & His Savoy
"“.:.:.:.:.:.;.:.:.:.-" and others again pay
tribute to Re'-Zldridge in Jack
“:l:.;.:‘;.. “Highlights in Jazz"
g series at Loeb Student Center, New

YurkU N.Y., Dec. 20.
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| Jazz: A Roy Eldridge Salute

By JOHNS. WILSON

Ihe “Salute to Roy Eldridge” pre
sented by Jack Kleinsinger's “High
Hghta in Jazz'™ at New York Universi
Iy & Léeb Auditorium on Thursday eve
NINgE was an overstuffed Christmas
siocking, flowing over with JALE
goodies. In addition to Mr. Eldridge,
those who took part In the tribute in
chuded Clark Terry, the fluegelhornist
and singer: Slam Stewart. the hum
ming bassist, the singer Maxine Sulli
van, and Panama Francis and hia nine
piece Dand, the Savoy Sultans

Mr. Eldridge, who has been plaving
At Jimmy Ryan's for the last 10 vears.
IS rarely heard in New York outside
LAl Clud. For anvone whao MIgnt Nave
feared that he has heen A DSOrhed
Nyvan's Dixieland atmosphere. his DT
rormance at his "Salute’’ was reassur
NE. AL &3 years of age. Little J \2Z. A8
Mr. Eldridge is known_ is still plaving a
'I trumpet (At crackles with e xcits ment,
iptting out phrases made up of bright
cutiets of sound and getting a ROT
peously dark. DUrry tone when he R
0Wwn in the lower register on a ball
SUCH a3 "'l Can't Get Started”

R =

L ]

Backed by the planist Dick Ratz and
members of the Savoy Sultans Mr A
dridge gave a succinct summ Alion of
the essence of his performing stvle both

N tfumpet and as a vocalist. He sang Roy Eldridge
ihe DBDlues With preat Eravel-voiced -
RN (a8 time gors by hie & NEIng be
| ' e MVOY SUitans was a reve [ h

i TS N e 1'1'.l nare | “ -l r : . r .9 Y { L4 !H*H | §
S oukoas . | ' e LIl H‘i nil U Einail "\1,1[__1113 ! Crisn ‘“”‘.'H’-_’.f '_”,

WIUNE) and e made an amusing hand he h e ", ‘
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| iate 1930's and earl
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. Breat Savoy bands, including

8 Sut while Mr. Eldridge was. a9 ex Chick Webb, Lucky Millindes and thr-
X peCied. the | (ar of his ‘S iute. " the CAriy Basie f‘ ind, pl iYing with great |
e playing of Panama Francis and b Knowledgeability and polish ,
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poser Baeb James brings a quai lel into the & n.;l;“ Crr

TN e iy

Bottom Line Tum', and 'r[ﬂnm't.)‘ ﬁﬁﬁ(: 1mh-":;:*‘:*"n',
and on Friday he teams up with fellow .“% *rﬂ-v*_é L;ﬂm
pianisis Richard Tee and JeAnne Bracken J,i%ﬁ:h: -f-;u‘!w ny Hj
at Town Hall for a presentation of acous. *14- o0 *’Hhh

"‘."r"h ey '.'J;-:--
LC¢ piano :

yoaes OTHER SOUNDS: Max Merath does his
AR "i;"'.':‘:‘: one man show, “Living & Ragtime Life,
:;}:.‘ | ‘ﬂ.‘,:,‘,: Uy '"" ‘\.‘ al the Brooklyn Academy of Music tomor .
_-.:;uu‘ PO q}:{ﬁ;‘.}:.: row.  Warren Covinglon and the Pled TR R K = : *ﬁih':f::i‘:“‘;"
_i‘i,;'l:i:l:-‘l;t;iin: :lfl:ll:!:'l:l:#‘l‘t‘i: l’lpfr! open lomorrow at lety 8 pian- - Ay .I AU A O o Nt AL

L, EURARRRRARORN 15t Dick Wellstood at the Bemeimans Bar, -@; 7 _ | | &

'-'-"{-‘:L:‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:':‘:‘:'"#:i:t:-‘-:u:u: Hotel Carlvie tomerrow. Getham begins __ '.;":,‘,',i"!
RRPIRRROOMNY 1okt Red Norve and his quartet at the
RO A ERR R A W Y 2 . ' une T :
:~‘ ': B M ihipepd 822 [ minaries Maxine S-llhrll.
LY .l.'.'.'.*.'.?.:.".-‘: Panama Francis and Clark Terry salute |
YU’y l.mb Student tum
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LEA VAL FALFAR, I

RRROEImy friend and brother. . " Slam Stewart  @nd “"Gettin’ in the Groove'* were out of %‘ LN,

pRsaid in paying his tribute to Roy Eldridge.  'n® book of the original Savoy Sultans. Ko =LDRIDGE SRR,
SRy . . . He helped me to be what | am | O'rl Talk” which was dedicatedto all the 5"&" TR
gskiRitoday. | owe to him. . " Panama Francis  '2d1es was mainly a swinging vehicle for Raiio DR

PRI TR WL L e "lL"?‘,F'hr‘-'*'!'-.'.x-i-i'!bh,"
5

RO Highlights In Jazz saluted Roy Eldridge Comes Charlie'” featured some hard & 13 with OO,

ke said in paying his tribute to Roy Eldridge. the reed section. "'Clap Hands Here 000, ASA e AR
Rl " & erenting him with a plaque swinging up-tempoed soloing by George ClarkTerry *  NRNARMN

oy N Salute To Roy Eldridge’” was present- Kelly. The Sultans were composed of Milt Hinton '*:J':i*-;:"f’-%;"'{;;"'“-é::'*a'*?f
o0t ed Thursday, December 20, 1979, atthe 'oward Johnson and Norris Turney, alto | bR AR
SRR EISner and Lubin auditorium of the Loeb  $8%es. George Kelly, tenor sax, Franc

| ‘!.Il",: ”a'-;.'f % A ':-..;?.
|\v‘1¢:-:| Xine s L I ' Ivan Rliﬁ:ﬂ# ;"-:3;;_:'."??{;'_“:.‘,&1;

an: AR,
Panama Francie AN

and his _
davoy Sultans U

.!' TI '1- ‘-.I-l.--. ."1.. _I."-'- b | ®
By . |

S Student Center of New York University by Williams and Irwin Stokes trumpets,
R Jack Kleinsinger's Highlights In Jazz. The  John Smith, guitar, Bill Pemberton, bass, |
PN SUpporting cast was composed of such  2"d Red Richards, piano.
| ':, :b bltlﬂ g"“p paﬂurmurs as Clﬂrk Tﬂrr”', Sfam MHI"‘.E SUI“UE“ ﬂﬂCﬂmDHﬁlﬂ‘d b'f' thﬂ R
N Stewart, Maxine Sullivan and Panama >ultan’s rhythm section was presented N
R rancis and His Savoy Sultans. In 4 tunes. "“There's Still A Little Starch Yo%
g Clark Terry, one of the most distinctive -t In The Old Girl Yet” from the stage R
SRS Sounding trumpet players and singers in play "My Old Friends’* was the highlight SO
EROOROOER Jazz, opened the program. Clark playing ©f her segment.
AR fluegelhorn was accompanied by the Dick Katz replaced Red Richards at the
N rhvth'm section of drummer Panama piano as Roy accompanied by the Sultans
..... g Francis, bassist Slam Stewart andpianist  P'8ved a wonderful I Can't Get Started"
(oo 1ed Richards. Slam Stewart had come  2fter which all the members of the band
down from Binghamton, New York where S$t00d and the audience followed in giving
he 'S a professor at the State University. Roy a standing ovation. Roy did an amus-
ark’'s flm tune was a musical tribute to '"9 job on “Let Me Off Uptown. " singing
Roy. playing Roy's composition “Little  POth lines, his and those Anita O'Day
m : This was followed b‘y‘ Iwo tunes sang when they were members of the
R @ssociated with two great lady singers in Gene Krupa orchestra. Jazzmen play
M jazz, a sihw beautiful version of Billie ceﬂain tunes over and over and one of
FEANICaYS 8 God Bless The Child” andthe  19Y S 1S "Wineola,” his enjoyment in per- Enclose Self. Addressed St
spsiempoed Lady Be Good which was fnrfﬁfﬁg it carried over to the audience Mak RO
4 takeoff on Ella Fitzgerald's version of In “Kidney Stew With A Little Lobster . ¢ ehecks payabie 1o Highbghts in jaz
SIS une with a little bit of “Mumbles” S8uce” Roy was in his element SINGING RSN

e OWn in during the vocals Appearingat 3NY playing. during George Kelly's solo ‘t:::::: “l} R A
weel aﬂﬂ't_ Clark hadto leave immedi- ne and the other two tr umpets improvis- W o ﬂ:i‘:‘:‘:‘:f:":‘:‘:‘:‘:‘:t‘:‘: 1\“‘:‘1
o nth MHsiun nf h!s ﬂﬂrtlﬂﬁ {Jf ed flffS bﬁhind him HD‘\-’ l”gti‘[j the othis .?ti:.i:-:_‘-_‘!l.ll:::i-t..l‘:-‘:t'ti.l.. . t‘
i MM 80 he and Roy did not get to Iwo trumpet menm to come up and solo. | | o 5 A LY
P8y together. with Irwin Stokes playing fluegelhorn &
—— ﬁ:and'HEsSamSultans Roy with some incredible high note |
x, Wand out, playing some crisp P'aYing swung to the very end and had SRR |
| .' o | S out u' th'! mtng the H.Udlﬂn{:ﬂ SIHndfﬂg and aDﬂIaUdingfﬂr ‘h"i‘u:ll"“‘l""i.hl..‘thtlithl.il.-_‘i.‘l,‘t" _t--'-'l
iﬁ* 8 Opening tu

566 Lo : o .. '
e e Washington SQuare South P:y 1%;}
Telephone: 598. 17 57 "kiﬁﬂ&‘

Tickets $6, Students $5
Student Balc ony $4

Twckets a1 bos office or by mai order 1o
Highbghts i lazy 7 Peter Cooper Rd
NYCONY 1000
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