





The Emancipation Proclamation wasn't a perfect solution. Written two, years into
the Civil War, the document left slavery intact in the four slave states still loyal to
the Union, and actual freedom for slaves in the rebellious states depended entirely
on future Union victories. Still, in the words of abolitionist.and ex-slave Frederick
Douglass, the proclamation was "the first step:on the (part of the nation in its
departure from the thralldom of the ages."

With the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln. made freedom for slaves an explicit
goal of the Civil War. In addition, the document authorized the recruitment of black
soldiers into the Union army. Their courage-in battle and contributions to the
Union's ultimate victory greatly influenced the nation to adopt the 13th Amendment
to the Constitution in 1865, outlawing slavery forever.

“In giving freedom to the slave, we assure freedom to the free," Lincoln wrote in
amessage to Congress one month before signing the Emancipation Proclamation.
Anation "dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal” at last
began the journey toward true liberty and justice for all.
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