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Editing the Eartha M. M.
White Collection as a
Model for Collaboration
Among Students and
Faculty at UNF

Special Collections’ Role in the
Collaboration
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Presentation Notes
Good Afternoon everyone, I am going to give you a brief history of the Eartha White Collection: UNF acquired a portion of Eartha White’s estate in 1975, a year after her death. The Eartha White collection was the first primary source collection donated to our library; at that time, we were only a few years old having opened in 1972. At the time the library did not have an archivist, so the collection was processed and cataloged by librarians. They created a subject index, which acted for many years as the finding aid to help researchers locate materials. 



Eartha M. M. White Collection Subject Index

A ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY/Z

Folder Number Description

ADOPTION AGENCY AND ORPHANAGE (JACKSONVILLE, FLA.)

See Child Placement and Orphanage (Jacksonville, Fla.) - Folder A

AFRICAN AMERICAN BUSINESS ENTERPRISES

I 0061a-b Photographs (61a-b): Second Conference on "The Negro in Business," October 17-19, 1946. U.S. Dept. of
Commerce, Washington, D.C. 61a: Eartha White, front row.

2808 Photograph: Tailor shop of H. Anderson. On back: Evans Studio, Denver. Vintage automobile parked in front of

shop is also of interest.

AFRICAN AMERICAN BUSINESS ENTERPRISES--FLORIDA--JACKSONVILLE

D1 0330 The Crisis Magazine (January 1942 issue). Numerous photographs in magazine of African American businesses The CRISIS ==—==

and buildings in Jacksonville, primarily in the LaVilla section. ‘E

Full Text

0058a-b Booklet: Who is Who in Jacksonville Business and Professions. Compiled by Eartha Mary Magdalene White .
(Doctor of Humanities) Founder-President Clara White Mission, Inc., 611-13-15 West Ashley Street, Jacksonville, 1 P

Florida. Jacksonville, Fla., Clara White Mission?, 19577 (2 copies) Full text from UNF Digital Commons. ﬂ E

Full Text
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Over subsequent years, the subject index was made available in electronic form and the first UNF Head of Special Collections created a finding aid and a limited container list. 


'S
Eartha M. M. White Collection Container List

® (Correspondence and Subject Files, 1831-1974
® Photographs, 1886-1971

Correspondence and Subject Files, 1831-1974

oo g Lo

A Adoption Agency / Child Placement and Orphanage (Jacksonville, Fla.) 1919 -1953, n.d.
B Afro-American Industrial / Life Insurance Company. 1916-1961, n.d.

C Afro-American Women's Club. n.d.

D Allen, Richard. n.d.

Da American Beach. n.d.

E American National Red Cross. 1933-1963, n.d.

F Bethel Baptist Institutional Church. 1899-1958, n.d.

G Bethune, Mary McLeod. 1919-1955, n.d.

H Bethune Cookman College. 1961 and n.d.

| Black Business / African American Business Enterprises. 1907-1957, n.d.
J Black History / African Americans--History. 1928-1957, n.d.
K Black Leaders / African American Leadership. 1872-1904, n.d.

L Blodgett, Joseph H. n.d.
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At present, only a small portion of this extensive collection has been digitized and made available on our Digital Commons website.


Home = Special Collections and University Archives = EARTHA_WHITE > EARTHA_IMAGES
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Despite those limitations the Eartha White Collection continues to be our most widely used collection and we have had researchers from all over the world access the materials. We attribute this to the diversity of the collection and long span of her collecting years (she was almost 100 years old when she passed away). Some of the more popular items include an image of George E. Taylor
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, the first Black man to run for President of the United States in 1904, an Ida B. Wells calling card,
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and photographs with famous figures such as Thurgood Marshall. 
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Standard Bearer

of

National Liberty Party

For President, U. S. A.
1904

Notice:- The only Negro who ever made t[:\e
race for President. XS
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In an effort to make the Eartha White Collection more easily available, over the past year we have re-inventoried it and are in the process of consolidating accession and administrative information about the collection into a new finding aid in ArchivesSpace, which is our Archives Collection Management Database. As part of this process we will be rehousing the collection and organizing digitization of the materials so they will be more widely accessible.

At UNF our focus is on student experience
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and we enjoy having classes in our archives to learn about how they can incorporate our one-of-a-kind primary resources into their studies. We have several professors that regularly include archival instruction as part of their curriculum. 

Dr. McCarl’s students regularly use our materials; this past summer his Introduction to Electronic Textual Editing Course transcribed letters from various collections in our holdings. Dr. Bevel has been one of our supporters and has brought her Civil Rights and Reconstruction classes in to use our collections, as have professors teaching rhetoric, film, and local Jacksonville history courses. We find that once students interact with our collections, many become fascinated with what they see. The Eartha White Collection has always been a centerpiece in those student archival experiences.
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Home > Special Collections and University Archives = ABSMITHLETTERS = 8

ANSEL BROOKS SMITH, SR. LETTERS

Ansel Brooks Smith-Mrs. Marie Smith, No Date
Noted, Lansing Michigan

Ansel Brooks Smith Sr.

Circa Date
1917

Recommended Citation

Smith, Ansel Brooks, SrAnsel Brooks Smith-Mrs. Marie Smith, No Date Noted, Lansing Michigan
C. 1917 Ansel Brooks Smith, SR. Letters. University of North Florida, Thomas G. Carpenter
Library Special Collections and Archives. UNF Digital Commons, hitps./idigitalcommeons.unf.edu
/{absmithistters/a/

Additional Files

ABS008Tr.pdf (177 kB}
Transcription: Ansel Brooks Smith-Mrs,

Marie Smith, No Date Noted, Lansing, Michigan

Rights Statement
hitpirights statements.orgivocabinCi1.0/
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Dearest Marie: -

Well we are nearly through here
but expect to be here still for a
day or two. Then, as the dope

looks now, we will go to Indiana
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The transcriptions that Carol and her volunteers have done, along with those completed by Dr. McCarl’s students, will be included with scans of the original documents as they are uploaded into our Digital Commons. We always appreciate student contributions to our Special Collections and feel that it adds value for researchers using the correspondence that has been transcribed. Here is an example of how that would appear online using another UNF collection.
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We like to showcase student work in library programs as well. This past February Carol presented her project’s progress in the Special Collections Reading Room as part of our Black History Month programming.

As we continue to work on this and other digitization projects, we are hoping to work closely with our Digital Humanities faculty to create more projects for Digital Humanities students to work on.




Contact information:

Susan Swiatosz

Head of Special Collections and University
Archives

University of North Florida

s.swiatosz@unf.edu
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Now Dr. McCarl will tell you more details about textual editing the Eartha M. M. White Collection.
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