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Editing the Eartha M. M. 
White Collection as a 
Model for Collaboration 
Among Students and 
Faculty at UNF
Special Collections’ Role in the 
Collaboration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good Afternoon everyone, I am going to give you a brief history of the Eartha White Collection: UNF acquired a portion of Eartha White’s estate in 1975, a year after her death. The Eartha White collection was the first primary source collection donated to our library; at that time, we were only a few years old having opened in 1972. At the time the library did not have an archivist, so the collection was processed and cataloged by librarians. They created a subject index, which acted for many years as the finding aid to help researchers locate materials. 
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Over subsequent years, the subject index was made available in electronic form and the first UNF Head of Special Collections created a finding aid and a limited container list. 
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At present, only a small portion of this extensive collection has been digitized and made available on our Digital Commons website.
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Despite those limitations the Eartha White Collection continues to be our most widely used collection and we have had researchers from all over the world access the materials. We attribute this to the diversity of the collection and long span of her collecting years (she was almost 100 years old when she passed away). Some of the more popular items include an image of George E. Taylor
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, the first Black man to run for President of the United States in 1904, an Ida B. Wells calling card,
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and photographs with famous figures such as Thurgood Marshall. 
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In an effort to make the Eartha White Collection more easily available, over the past year we have re-inventoried it and are in the process of consolidating accession and administrative information about the collection into a new finding aid in ArchivesSpace, which is our Archives Collection Management Database. As part of this process we will be rehousing the collection and organizing digitization of the materials so they will be more widely accessible.

At UNF our focus is on student experience
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and we enjoy having classes in our archives to learn about how they can incorporate our one-of-a-kind primary resources into their studies. We have several professors that regularly include archival instruction as part of their curriculum. 

Dr. McCarl’s students regularly use our materials; this past summer his Introduction to Electronic Textual Editing Course transcribed letters from various collections in our holdings. Dr. Bevel has been one of our supporters and has brought her Civil Rights and Reconstruction classes in to use our collections, as have professors teaching rhetoric, film, and local Jacksonville history courses. We find that once students interact with our collections, many become fascinated with what they see. The Eartha White Collection has always been a centerpiece in those student archival experiences.
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The transcriptions that Carol and her volunteers have done, along with those completed by Dr. McCarl’s students, will be included with scans of the original documents as they are uploaded into our Digital Commons. We always appreciate student contributions to our Special Collections and feel that it adds value for researchers using the correspondence that has been transcribed. Here is an example of how that would appear online using another UNF collection.
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We like to showcase student work in library programs as well. This past February Carol presented her project’s progress in the Special Collections Reading Room as part of our Black History Month programming.

As we continue to work on this and other digitization projects, we are hoping to work closely with our Digital Humanities faculty to create more projects for Digital Humanities students to work on.





Contact information:

Susan Swiatosz

Head of Special Collections and University 
Archives

University of North Florida

s.swiatosz@unf.edu
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Now Dr. McCarl will tell you more details about textual editing the Eartha M. M. White Collection.
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