
.l.ntrod·u,ctio.n 
R.eactions to Child Se:xu.al Abu,se 

• Across P,erpetr.a:ro:rs .& Vi,ctims 
• B,etw,ee:n Pe:rpettm:o,rs .& Vilctim.s 

• S,e,x ,o,:f P,erpetra:toi·s 
• S,ex ,o,:f Victims 

(C,-0meF & Goldsn1ith,, .2010; Dena,v;, .2003; Leone et aL 20] 8) 

• Mmimizatio:n Effect 
(Cr-0mia:r & Golumith,, .2010; Dena•v,, .2003) 
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Methods of Assessment 

S,e)f-Rep•rt {B.raurn et aL, 2002:, Ki.te i.'l,t aL,, 2{108, :Leone et aL, 

.2018; Wood & Eagly, 20] 0) 

• E.9JSy to interpret & mdica.tes iin,dividual 's 
pe:r·sp ecti v,e 

• :Sociially ,des:irab,le r,espon.dm.g & 
min,im:izatio,n 

Psy,c-hop,h.ysi.•lo,giica.l Measares (Sm.�!h et aL, .. 2013) 

• [nv,olunwy respo,ns,e & easy ro o·bta:in. 
• C,o,st1 y .& tim,e..co:nsmning 

Research Question 
C.an the validity· of s,elf-r,epo:rt m,easur,es he relied upo•n 
whe,n ,expressing attiltud.es ab,o,ut socially ood,esrr.abl,e 
a- a,··t-? "-' Vi..,.ll S ,; 

ethod 
Par·ticip1 ants 
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• N = 160, (an:ticilp•.amd.) 
• 65o/111 ·female;! 35o/e male 
• Pr,ejdo•:min.andy ,childle0SS 
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s .. item Semantic Differential Scale 
(Osgood, Suci, & Tunne.nbanm, ]957) 
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Second. cortisol measurement 
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Conclusions 

• M:inim,izatio,n ,effect pr,evalent in. th,e results 
(C,-omtiF & Goldsmith, .2010; Deno,v, .2003, Loone et aL 20] 8) 

• Low,est ,co,rti sol •(least stress) whe,n victims w,e:r,e boys 
AND pe:rpe,tt.ato:rs we:r,e, wome,n 

Implications 

Legall System 
• P,o,t,ential ,o,v,e!rreliance, ,on s,elf�r·epo,rt m,e.asur,es 
• Unde.rr,epo:rting of ,child sexual ao,us,e, 
• Unequa1l p,rosecution ,of perpetrato,rs 

Resear,ch M,etbodol.•gy 
• Jn,creas,ed kn,owledge about ster,e,o•type,. lb•.ased. 

prr,o ce ss:ing 
• Co.ntrol :fo,r socially ,desirable, respon.ding 

·I! • 

-··tat1ons 
• &epresentativeness ,o,f:Samp;le (,e.g., ,c.o.Jlege stud,e,nts) 
• Expe:rimental Realism 

Future Directions 

• Differ,ent :Samp,les (,e.a., greater div,ersity) 
• Other Psych,op,hysiologilcal Measures (e,.g:., \J,lood. 

glu,co,se) 
• .Alternative Meth.odologi,es (,e.g., jury simul.ations) 
• Moder.ator Variao,les 

·• Dispositi,on.al F.acto•rs (,e.g., B,en.ev,o.J,e;nt vs Hostile 
S,exism) 

• Situation.al F.acto,rs (e.g., perpettato•:r/vi,ctim 
relationship) 


