> S Planning care for visually impaired children
VIE Searah in the inpatient setting: a literature review.

Visual impairment affects 3% of children in the
United States. The passage of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) in 1990 mandates
accommodations for the blind population, such as
verbalizing information and the allowance of seeing-
eye dogs.

A child's age and developmental stage are factored
into each patient’s plan of care, which makes
pediatric healthcare a very diverse field. YWhen a
pediatric patient is visually impaired, this doubles the
need for a specific and individualized care plan.The
ADA has mandates that account for children and
visually impaired individuals, but there are not
provisions set in place that specifically account for
visually impaired children. Furthermore, there is a
lack of information detailing how visually impaired
children are cared for in the inpatient setting.

The purpose of this literature review is to identify
age-appropriate and developmentally-appropriate
accommodations for visually impaired children in an
overnight hospisal stay.

* In visually impaired children experiencing
hospitalization (P), how do specific and age-
appropriate interventions () compared to
that for a child with no visual deficits (C)
affect the quality of care (O) during an
overnight hospital stay? (T)
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 Beverley, Bath, and Booth {2004) found that interprofessional coordination is crucial to delivering healthcare information to visually impaired patients. The study also indicated a

need to include the visually impaired population in the research process.

Current research suggests that there is a
knowledge base on the care of visually
impaired adults. However, there are limited
resources available detailing the care of visually
impaired children.

Available interventions focus on the care of
visually impaired teenagers, but it only briefly
touches on inpatient care. Research focused
on the care of visually impaired teenagers can
be applied to the inpatient setting, but further
studies must be performed.

Weaknesses: There is a lack of research on
the accommodations of hospitalized children
who are visually impaired.There is limited data
available on how to account for the needs of
visually impaired children at varying
developmental stages.There is a need for
further research on how to accommodate for
the specific needs of visually impaired infants,
toddlers, and school-age children.

Recommendations: Further research is
needed on how to provide healthcare and
discharge education to the visually impaired
child at any developmental stage. However, the
need for research is pronounced when the
specific educational needs of children at
different developmental stages are considered
alongside the challenges that come with visual
impairment. Registered nurses in the
impatient pediatric setting must be educated
on interventions that are appropriate for
visually impaired children at any developmental
stage.

» Elsman et al. (2019) found that the number of high-quality studies persaining to the quality of life of visually impaired children is limited and that there is a need for further

_— — gy research.
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