1st Jemuary 1919
Coblenz Germany,

My Darling Girl;=

I wonder if you do pardom the so frequemt use of the typewriter
in the writing of letters t0 you? It is hard to find good ink and pens, and I
have no fountain pens that will work, so that I have to use an ordinary spen=
cerian pen when I do use onee It is hard for me to write decently wdth one, and
I kmow that you can read what I write with the typewritere Therefore I use it a
greatdeal more than I ordinarily woulde I know that you will not minde The
letters that I write on the typewriter are every bit as persondi as the ones
I write long hand, and when I get through I haven_'t got ink all over my fingerse

One year ago today, I will never forget where we weree We were
on the train along the Hudson river, and it was so cold that we coitld hardly
stand ite I will never fbrget that ridee It was in an old parlor car that was
not heated nor lighted, and we simrly sa$ therc =nd shivered and froze all night
long wrappe up in our overcoatse We didn't get wam untill we got to Camp Merm=
itte Do you remember whem we were there? I seht you a telegram from there againe
st orders from the Major, and found out afterwards that it was all righte At
least it gave you an idea where we were, and that we were started on the long
ride ard while you really had no exast idea as to when we would sail, nor where
from, you did kmow that we were on the waye The whole trip was an experiemce that
I am glad to have had, and when I get home I will tell you all about ite

I know heare’st, $hat I have not told you as much news in my lets
ters as some of the others have written home, but there ha§ been a reason for it,
and I have already told you what it ise The news, such as it is will wait untill
I get home, and it has been against orders to éell eny more tham I have,and you
mow thai I am rather conseientious about such thingse orficér's mail is passed
on personal censorship largely, due to the fact that am Officer's honor is taken
as sufficient guarantee that the orders will be fulfillede So I have had no other
thing to do, and I lmow that you will be patient untill I return, snd can tell

Jou in person the experiences that I have hade I
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I feel that it will not be long now untill I will ba back in the
Statese I just have a hunche There has been nothing said to mske me think se, but
I can't help but feel soe And then what wonderful times we will have telling each
other all about our individual experiences while we have been separated. I think
it will really be a lot of fum don't you Dear?

I thought this morming, New Year's morming, that we would be able
to give the men a half holiday, but there is more work tham ever this morning, so
they are all hard at worke The work is piling up at an alarming ra.fe, and I am
beginmming to wonder if we will ever reach the bottom of ite I have had to take two
extra men in the office and break them in to the routine of the work here, znd
after we get started with them in addition to the forece that we already had we #
shopld make it go all righte Itis thé paper work that makes it so hard for us to
keep upe They seem to depight in load.ing us up with all sorts of work, and a
good deal of it we fail to see the necessity ofe.

It is a beamtiful day, this first day of the New Yeare. It is
hard to realize that it fs the heart of winter, for the weather is s¢ much more
like Sprimge I hope that it econtimmes, for it is so pleasant not to have cold
ard snow, and so much easier to keep comfortablee I am in perfeet health, and am
taking excellent care of myself. The old Fort Harrison trouble has not bothered
mé for months now, and I haven't had a sign of a cold since the last ome I wrote to
you aboute I am ag partieular about my health as I want you to be azbout yourse
We owe it to each other to be very careful, for if we either of us get sick, it
will be just as much worry and suffering to one as to the othere Therefore I am
very careful sbout the matter, ani will continue to be so untill I get home amd have
you to teke care of mee That is what I like, and believe me you will be my guardian
when I do get homee

There was & sort of New Year's Eve celebration last night downtown
that none of us attended. We could hear the noise up here very plainly though, and
it suunded as if the wine was flowing very freclye So I am glad that I didn't goe

I have developed into more of a hermit than I haye ever been even at homee



'ns,
There was no mail todsy, but I guess that we e¢an hardly expeect to
get it every daye. I ea'n'f_cemplain now for I believe that we have nearly §11 the
back maile I am glad that you got the last box that I semnt and that you liked the hand
lnarehieﬁ end other thingse I thought that the chemise wes & beén'cy, and I have some
others also that I am sufe you will 1likee I Xmow that you will be erazy about the
table spread th&ét I have.l mean the rownd ones I think that it is even better than
the bedspr‘ad thé.t I sent to youe Where we are now they have very little of such
things, and I probably will be unsble to procure any more untill I get back in
France on my way home, but you may rest assured that-I will get you all I can
while I am here as I know that there is nothing that you like hetters
I must close now Deareste It is late in the afte_rnoon, and I have
to go out and see what work has been sccomplished during the dsy o make my sepedt
to the commzmdmg' Officere I will write to you again tomorrowe I love you Deareste
Give my love and a load of kisses to Glad and The Dear bzsbiese I love them so mmuche
Do not forget to pray for me every night, and that I may be returned to the States
soome I 1love youe With loads of love and a million kisses,
sel B. smith Cgptain MC US.
Evacuation Hospital "2 USA

Amer E.Fe @ermanye
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