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A FEW FACTS ABOUT WOMEN,
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HOMEMAKERS
The woman working as a homemaker is virtually ignored by
most State and Federal laws that still do not recognize her
economic contribution to her family.
0 A homemaker wife
cannot enforce support rights in most States
except through divorce or legal separation.
She is completely
dependent on the generosity and good will of her husband.
0 Although
56 % of married women are working as full-time homemakers, more and more of them are being displaced in their middle
years from their long-time family roles. More and more women
experience divorce, widowhood, or separation.
0 Over
1 million women were divorced in 1975.
That same year,
the American work force increased by 1.5 million, of which
1.1 million were women.
0 Only 14 % of divorced wives
are awarded alimony and only 44%
of divorced mothers are awarded child support.
Fewer than
half in either category are able to collect payments. Most
child support awards are not half enough to support their
children.
0

CHILD CARE
0 The
American birth rate is declining, but the number of
children under age six with mothers working outside the
home has increased rapidly, from 1.5 million to more than
6 million since 1948.
0 At
least two-thirds of America's pre-schoolers with working
mothers come from families where the mothers are single,
separated, divorced or widowed.
0 Relatives
at home-including school age siblings and fathers
who work night shifts- provide most of the child care in
the U.S.
0 Day
care centers provide care for about 2% of the children
of working mothers. Eight out of 10 centers won't accept
children under age two.
0 At
least 18,000 ch~ldren under six are caring for themselves
during the work day.
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EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT
Section 1: Equality of rights under the law shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on
account of sex.
Section 2: The Congress shall have the power to enforce,
by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.
Section 3: This amendment shall take effect two years after
the date of ratification.
0 E.R.A.
has been approved by 35 States; three more are needed
for ratification.

OLDER WOMEN
0 The
situation of today's older women is the result of
discrimination over a life time, the result of what was not done
20 or 30 years ago to give equity to women in their young
or middle years.
0 Most
women will outlive their spouses. Women not only
live long, with little incomes, but they tend to live the
end of their lives alone. On an average, a woman can expect
to live 11 years as a widow.
In 1975, 53% (6.5 million)
of older women were widows; and, 62% were living alone.
0 Women
over 65 have the lowest annual median income of any
age or sex group, roughly $1900 a year, or half what men
in the same group receive.
0 The basic
problems facing older women are poverty and lack
of supportive health and social services. Correcting discrimination in education, employment, domestic relations law
and changing attitudes associated with discrimination are
long range solutions to the inequalities felt by older women
today.

EDUCATION
At almost every level from pre-school to graduate school,
girls and women are taught by toys, texts, media and counseling to undervalue themselves. They are offered fewer options
than their male counterparts.
0 63%
of all public school teachers are women, but only 2%
of secondary school principals and 18% of primary school
principals are female.
0 Title
IX (which prohibits six-discrimination under any
school program or activity receiving federal funds) is not
being implemented in the States and it is not being enforced
by the Office of Civil Rights of HEW. Four States-Georgia,
Indiana, South Dakota and Vermont-were in violation of all
the requirements covered in a 1976 study by the Project on
Equal Education Rights.
0
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PHYSICAL ABUSE
(

0 In wife
beating cases, the law looks the other way.
Police
officers are still being taught to respond to family disputes
by: avoiding arrest, restoring the peace and leaving. A
victim's safety is rarely the police officer's main concern.
0 Public opinion excuses
a degree of spouse assault.
25%
of American men surveyed in 1970, approved of slapping a
spouse.
0 District
attorneys rarely prosecute those who assault their
spouses.
0 Many
women don't prosecute for fear of repeat injury by
their spouses. Or they recognize they are economic cripples
without a husband/breadwinner, however brutal.
0 Twenty-thrc e
States still follow the common law rule denying assault victims the rights to sue a spouse for intentional
damage.

RAPE
Rape is a crime of violence, not of sexual passion. 71%
of all rapes are planned.
0 Of
adult victims, the vast majority were raped by strangers.
Children who are raped are more likely to know their assailant.
0 Between
1970 and 1975, the number of reported rapes in the
U.S. increased by 48%.
In 1975 alone there were 56,090
reported rapes, one reported to the authorities every nine
minutes.
°Fifty-one of every 100,000 fema.les in this country were
reported rape victims.
0 The
F.B.I. notes that of all major offenses, rape "is probably one of the most under-reported crimes due primarily
to fear and/or embarrassment on the part of the victims."
0 Of
those arrested for forcible rape in 1975, only 58% were
prosecuted.
0

MASS MEDIA
0 On
television, women are under-represented. They appear
as only 32% of the characters. Women are usually victims
of violence or force.
0 In
newspapers, stories about women are rarely considered
news andusually appear in the 'Living" or 'Lifestyle' sections, if at all.
0 On
children's television, only¼ of the characters on most
programs are female.
Boys are shown as independent, knowledgeable, aggressive and bold; girls are shown as romantic,
submissive, fragile, timid and patient.
0 Data
show extensive employment discrimination against
women working in the mass media. Almost all policy-making
positions are held by men, while women are clustered in
lower level professional or clerical jobs.
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TEENAGE PREGNANCY
0 Nearly
one million teenagers become pregnant each year,
and nearly one birth in five in the U.S. is to a teenage
mother.
0 Some
30,000 girls younger than 15 get pregnant annually.
0 The
teenage pregnancy r ate in America (58 per 1,000 females)
is higher than in 18 other countries.
0 Two-thirds
of teenage pregnancies are unintended, yet in
1976 only six States and D.C. required the teaching of sex
education in the schools.
0 Seven
in 10 teens get no prenatal care in the first three
months of pregnancy.
0 The
younger the mother, the greater the health risk to
herself and to the baby.
The teen mother is more likely
than any other age group to suffer from fatal blood poisoning, anemia, even premature end to growth of her long and
short bones--arms and legs.
0 Mental
and physical defects occur at least twice as often
among babies of teens.
0 Today
nearly 85% of young unmarried mothers decide to
keep their children rather than arrange for adoption. 60%
of teen mothers age 15-17 end up on welfare within 2-5 years
after the birth of their baby.

,I

)

WOMEN OFFENDERS
0 Most
female offenders have been arrested for property
crimes--specifically larceny,disorderly conduct; or running
away.
0 The
proportion of females arrested for violent crimes--homocide, assault, robbery--has remained constant for the past
20 years. About one out of every 10 violent crimes is commited by a female.
0 Young
girls are confined for longer periods of time: the
average reformatory stay for girls is 12 months; for boys
9.3 months.
0 A woman
is less likely than a man to have an attorney,
preliminary hearing or jury trial.
0 In
1973, men's prisons had an average of 10 vocational
training programs per institution compared with an average
of 2.7 programs in women's prisons. Men's prisons offered
programs in financially rewarding fields like electronics,
printing, plumbing, welding, etc.
In contrast, women's
prisons offered housekeeping, food services, cosmetology,
nurses aid and secretarial training.
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WOMEN IN PUBLIC OFFICE
0 Politics
remains a "manly art". While women constitute
53% of the voting population, they hold only 5% of the elective offices in the United States.
0 Only
10 women have ever been appointed to Federal courts.
Of the 11,380 judges listed in the 1970 census, only 869 (8%)
were women.
0 The
U.S. Senate is all male.
0 The
U.S. Supreme Court is all male.
0 In
1975-76, women were only 4% of the mayors/city council
members, and only 11% of the county/municipal school board
members.
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EMPLOYMENT
0 In
1975, women made up about 40i o f the labor force. Almost
half of all women over 16 years are paid workers.
0 Yet,
women's average salaries are half that of men's, and
the gap between male and female incomes is widening.
0 Most women
in the paid labor force work out of economic
necessity.
0 Most
women are concentrated in clerical and service positions
at the lower levels of the pay scale, while those in higher
positions are concentrated in pr,ofessions with which women
have been traditionally associated--social services, health
and education.

ARTS AND HUMANITIES
~Fifty percent of professional artists in the United States
are women, but only 1% of museum exhibitions are of living
women.
~Fifty percent of advanced art degrees are earned by women,
but only 20% of art faculty jobs go to women, only 14% of
whom receive tenure.
0 Orchestras with the
highest budgets, longest seasons, and
most generous salaries tend to have the fewest women musicians.
0 In
1975, the average salary of male architects was 61 percent
higher than for female architects.
There was a lack of internship opportunities for women, with advancement for women architects usually stopping at the lower middle echelons.
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WORLDWIDE
women in the U.S. traditionally have had little or no
influence on the foreign policy of their own government.
With rare exceptions this situation exists throughout the
world. The result is a vast reservoir of talent and interest
being ignored when forei g n policy decisions are made.
0 The
virtual exclusion of women from matters of foreign
policy becomes increasingly un j ust and ironic as such policy
more and more concerns itself with the most basic aspects
of women's lives--food, population, housing and energy.
0 In
1975, out of a total 3, 653 delegates to international
conferences,meetings, working groups and councils, 3,459
were men and only 194 were women. (These figures include the
U.S. delegation to the IWY conference in Mexico City, 1975.)
0 Some
estimates credit women with producing 44% of the world's
food; in sub-Saharan Africa, this figure rises to 77%. Yet,
assistance programs are customarily designed and directed
by men who do not think of women's work as a productive
resource.
0

The above material is condensed from workshop guides
that were prepared BY the IWY Secretariat for use at the
State Women's Meetings leading up to the 1977 National
Women's Confere nce, November 18-21 in Houston, Texas.
For additional information, contact the IWY Press
Office, U.S. Department of State, D/IWY, Washington, D.C.
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