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Here's a familiar story. I just heard this on the local evening news and pulled it off the TV station's
web site.

http://www.wwsb.com/
MEDICAL INSURANCE BLUE-CROSS DROPS LOCAL DOCTOR, PARENTS UPSET...
A group of Bradenton parents goes to battle against an insurance giant.

They're fighting because Blue-Cross Blue-Shield is dropping their pediatrician, Dr. Carlos Mendez.
The insurance company has included him on its provider list for 16 years and given him excellent
reviews. But in April, Blue-Cross notified him that he's being dumped, citing only business reasons.
That affects more than 26-hundred children in the doctor's practice, and many parents are devastated.

The Florida Medical Association says Blue-Cross Blue-Shield is dumping a lot of doctors across the
state, including 14 in Tampa and 24 in Jacksonville. The association is working to get legislation to
stop this sort of thing.

Donna Flanagan, mother of patient says, “I'm very upset, I don’t think that it is fair...It’s
heartbreaking to see that we may have to go find a new doctor.”

Dr. Carlos Mendez, Pediatrician says, “It's real important that the parents have some say-so of who
their doctors are going to be...Their doctor can’t be just taken out from under them without any
reason at all.”

Patients are fighting back. They're waging a letter writing campaign and staging demonstrations.
Meanwhile, Blue-Cross Blue-Shield told us the same thing it told Dr. Mendez. It made the decision
for business reasons. They also say that they are constantly reevaluating providers to make sure their
members are receiving good, affordable care.

For more information, call 748-5885.
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PAWNSHOP GUNS

NO TIME LIMIT ON PAWNSHOP
GUN DATABASE...

(Tallahassee-AP) -- Florida
Attorney General Bob
Butterworth says the state
does not put a 48-hour limit
on gun records in a state
database of pawnshop
transactions.
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Are you concerned
about the insecticide
being used to help
control the fruit flies in
Sarasota?

O Yes
O No
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Chandra Was
'Definitely' Going
Home
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Consumers are getting less than they

deserve from America's financial
service companies...

= intentionally deceived

= denied insurance coverage

= charged excessive interest rates

= overcharged for services, and
= many other egregious acts.

Even the most respected companies
in the financial service industry have
been found guilty of repeated
violations of federal and state laws.

Something must be done...

http://greatworldfinancial.com/index.htm

Page 1 of 2

Search | Advertise Here | ContactUs | Links

( = GREAT WORLD

FINANCIAL.COM
The truth about insurance, investing, and banking.

What can you do about it?

» Learn the truth. Our Bulletin Board is a
moderated public forum open to:

= consumers

= consumer groups

s political groups

= public policy organizations
= legislators

= regulators, and

= news media.

» Ask for help if you need it. If you need advice
or have a consumer complaint, our Links page
will point you in the right direction....

features headlme!lmks to over 2,500 web sites!
Updated 24x7 and organized by industry
sector....

» Avoid problems and get connected. Before
you leave today, join our email discussion
group to receive:

m consumer alerts

= legislative alerts

= regulatory alerts, and

m consumer discussions.

» Tell your friends. Send them an email and
check out our cool ebumper stickers.
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