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LIFE

9

As we look backward in time - days
spent at UNF encompass a variety of
memories , the campus, people, events.
It is a place filled with dreamersthose who dream they can, and know
they will, become much more than they
are today. Though no one has time to
stop, to look, to feel , still there are
moments - not gone, just waiting which will reappear when there is time .
Some day we will treasure those moments.
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We paint rainbows for the future, rainbows
which we know will occasionally disappear behind the clouds; but with each reappearance
the colors are brighter, glistening with deeper
and more vivid hues than before. Expanding
our minds , the nation's greatest resource, we
set the foundation on which our future will be
placed. Today we bridge the space between
yesterday's dreams and tomorrow's realities.
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Then~ are sounds here, sounds
which we will also someday treasure.
Sounds like the creaking of wooden
footbridges; Mallards discussing the
state of affairs at Onieda Lake; and
Blue Grass from the Boathouse.
There are sounds of canoe ·races,
loud and raucous.
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And there are quiet little sounds full of meaning like the
"phew" that follows a tough test, and the moans that follow
the assignment of a research paper. And best of all are the
sounds of laughter that keep us from taking ourselves too
seriously, and whispered dreams and the silent sound of a
joy shared.
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And we are learning - from the
bustle of registration day to the
time when we can relax and enjoy
other activities which UNF provides; we are learning and working
to achieve goals which have only
touched us in our dreams. We
dream and we act, resulting in
memories worthy to be treasured.
Living in a better world reminds
us that each improvement began as
some one's dream.

Peaceful days with friendly breezes gently
moving reflections of tall pines on the lake,
and the glitter of a soft morning sun over the
courtyard, make our campus a truly inviting
place to gather fond memories to relish tomorrow.
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So we are here - in a place which was itself a dream in someone's
heart and mind - in a place where dreaming of what can be, what surely
must be, is not only permitted; it is encouraged.
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We are dreamers and proud of it, for
what ever became a reality which was not
first a dream?
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Campus life at U F is a curious dichotomy. We deal with
highly sophisticated abstract
ideas - and an alligator named
George. We plan the colonization
of space, but first , where is
building one? Health and nutrition? Sure. But a cold beer and a
big burger make a dandy lunch.
We have serious drama and
dance, too - and some not so
serious . UNF's symbol, the
compass rose, has a special
meaning for the University community; it represents people
working together for a
common goal in a place
built for that specific purpose, a place where
dreams shared become
shared knowledge and understanding. These are
special people, such as
the pretty girl who presents a nice complement
to the symbol . Campus
life at UNF? It's super we will never forget the
fun we had nor the work
we did here . More importantly, the people we met
here, dreamers all, will
be with us always .
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MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAYI Distress call? Not at UNF. Mayday is dedicated to fun and foolishness, an event
which allows all of us, who masquerade as
serious adults the rest of the year, to admit
we are still children, able to laugh at ourselves. Fortunately. On Mayday we are allowed to shed all of our very serious cares
and just be silly. It feels goodl
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Our memories are made of many
things - beautiful moments, sad moments, moments of profound insight.
And best of aU, moments of pure
nonsense. Such as those of the Great
Log Wrestling Contest. Where else
can we observe the dramatic quest
for the answer to life's greatest
enigma - what is Good?, or what is
Evil? It is so simple that we wonder
why Sophocles was so troubled.
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Good is NOT falling off the log. Evil is
the wet slime on the log that plots to undo
you though your motives are pristine, your
cause just. Epictetus would say you must
accept your fate . And once your center of
gravity is far enough astern, you may as
well do just that. Splash. Fate strikes
again. Of course, a Champion will raise
from the murk of anonymity and carry the
colors forward, the noblest of the noble,
the purest of the pure, will triumph in
glory. Evil is overcomel The impure pretenders? They wind up in the drink . Justice
is done. What more could we want of a
memory?

E PLURIBUS

UNUM, a sacred
tenet, our great
truth . It is epitomized by the
Great Tug of
War, where two
opposing forces
seek to prove
which is the
greater. Fair
maidens all,
daughters of
Athena combatting the daughters
of Minerva while
Zeus and friends
observe and offer divine advice ,
all the while enjoying the many
obviOUS charms
of the tugging
goddesses .
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It is a contest
in the Olympic
tradition , where
no reward is offered save that of
dryness for the
victors , and an
ignoble dunking
for the vanqu ished. Pure
poetry in motion .
The tables turn ,
and the Titans
have at it with no
less enthusiasm
than the maidens .
And the descendan ts of Athena
and Minerva observe, also offering adv ice
while viewing
the beauty of
godlike bodies
locked in combat.
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Class standings, GPAs, research papers and such,
just don't matter much when a raw egg is airborne and
you must catch it - gently. And our precious dignity, so
well guarded any other day is of little value in winning
the three-legged race. We learn that our usual serious
demeanor is a little dumb, and that's a good thing to remember now and then . Fortunately, these games are not
held in the land of Helen but right here at U F; one
need not be a diety to attend and ch er the winners . Mayday is our chance to shake off the cold dullness of winter
and thaw the chill from our spirits. It is all foolish, silly , useless , impractical. Thank goodness! It is truly a
memorable event and we wouldn't have it any other way .

27

BLACK HISTORY WEEK

Black History Week is an exciting
and informative event that focuses
on: black contributions to society; the
richness of black heritage; promoting
black unity; and fostering a greater
awareness in all of us of the important roles played by blacks .

This event commemorates outstanding black leaders and also cites
contemporary black trends in all
areas of life. The celebration of
Black History Week has become one
of UNF's traditions - featured in '76
was a truly American form of music,
a jazz concert by the Florida A & M
Jazz Band.

Drama is alive and
doing well at U F IS
Venture Theatre, offering productions which
are imaginative, well
done and varied in content. Under the leadership of Dr. Jane Decker,
an accomplished instructor, they have offered during the past
year such productions
as "The Apple Tree"
and "Enter Laughing" .
All performances have
been well attended.

VENTURE
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The students involved learn by doing
what theatre is all
about - make-up , set
design, lighting, directing, costuming they will leave UNF
with memories of lots
of hard work, but also
with rewarding ones
of a job well done .
Their latest effort
was a program on
Theatre of the Absurd, directed by
student Mary Brumbaugh shown sated in
upper photo .

THEATRE
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EXECUTIVE OF THE DAY

The Executive of the Day
program at U F was initiated
by the College of Business;
the first year's efforts were
so successful that the event
has become a campus tradition. On this day a nationally prominent business leader
(or leaders) is invited to participate. The day begins with a
formal lecture, followed by informal discussions - including a
student question and answer session - and a luncheon. The program is both informative to the students and provides contacts
with the business world not otherwise available.
At 1 ft and above right are J. E. Davis and A. D. Davis, respectively, top executives of the Winn -Dixie Corporation, sel cted
as Ex cutives-of-the-Day, 1976.
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CAREER
EXPLORATION

DAY

Many local businesses participate in the annual Career Day Exploration, another of UNF's traditions . Representatives from each business firm involved set up a
table on the breezeway, displaying brochures and other
information about the firm . During this event students
have an opportunity to explore career areas with knowledgeable and helpful representatives of the bUSiness
community.

ECOENCOUNTER
E co - Encounter, UNF' s contdbution to Jacksonville's Earth Week
celebration, gives Sawmill Slough,
UNF's ecology club, a chance to
shine. The club helps keep all
twelve miles of our nature trails
beautiful. And our learned ornithologist, Dr. Robert Loftin,
knows everything about the feathered friends encountered there.

SPRING ART
FESTIVAL
We are all artists. Some of us paint with
colors, some with notes, some with words ,
some with clay. The medium we use doesn't
matter as much as what we have to say, and how
we say it. The Spring Arts Festival is our opportunity to show others what we feel. The Festival is much more than a display of artists
work, for a rt does not exist until it is shared
with others. And the others, the ones who strol
through the exhibits, or study them, or buy
them, are just as much part of the festival as
the artists and their work.
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A different group brings its music each
week, and many are well known, such as
The Cowford County Band, performers like
Gene Cotton who has upstaged acts like
Blood, Sweat, and Tears and has toured with
Olivia Newton John. No slouches at our
Happy Hour, that's for sure.
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